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Poultrymen  are  increasing  pro- 
duction for  1961.  Marketings  of 
broilers  and  turkeys  are  running 
ahead  of  last  year,  and  production 
indications  such  as  hatchings  sug- 
gest that  poultry  meat  output  will 
continue  above  1960  record  highs 
throughout  the  year.  Egg  production 
will  probably  remain  below  4960 
in  most  of  the  months  before  mid- 
year, because  of  the  smaller  laying 
flock,  but  ±ereafter  it  is  likely  to 
exceed  1960  levels  because  of  the 
indicated  29  percent  increase  for 
January-March  chick  hatchings. 

The  principal  reason  for  the  in- 
creasing production  is  the  generally 
favorable  prices  in  1960  for  eggs, 
broilers,  and  turkeys.  In  addition, 
costs  of  production  probably  were 
lower  in  1960  than  in  most  recent 
years,  reflecting  the  continuing  im- 
provements in  technology,  and  the 
1960  average  value  of  poultry 
ration--$3.32  per  100  pounds— 
which  was  lower  than  in  any  other 
year  since  1945. 

The  margins  that  existed  under 
those  favorable  conditions  have  al- 
ready tightened  somewhat,  although 
part  of  the  change  is  seasonal.  If 
production  increases  continue  at 
the  rates  indicated  by  recent 
hatchery  reports,  egg  and  poultry 
prices  are  likely  to  weaken  in  rela- 
tion to  last  year. 

Although  egg  prices  in  early 
March  remained  above  last  March, 
the  difference  was  narrower  than  in 
the  preceding  5  or  6  months.  The 
mid- February  average  price  re- 
ceived by  farmers  was  39.4  cents 
per  dozen,  almost  10  cents  above 
last  year.  Because  April  prices  in 
1960  moved  up  from  the  months 
before,  while  prices  this  spring 
are  likely  to  be  seasonally  low,  it 


SUMMARY 


is  likely  that  second-quarter  egg 
prices  in  1961  will  be  below  the  year 
before. 

The  large  hatch  to  date,  with  its 
suggestion  of  large  supplies  of  eggs 
in  the  fall,  is  the  basis  for  expect- 
ing no  imminent  egg  price  rise  com- 
parable to  that  which  occurred  in 
late  March  and  April  1960.  The 
hatch  considerably  exceeds  farm- 
ers' intentions  as  stated  in 
February,  which  were  to  raise  12 
percent  more  chickens  in  1961  than 
the  339  million  of  1960.  This  has 
accordingly  limited  the  demand  for 
eggs  for  storage,  but  egg  breakers 
and  processors  are  in  the  market 
to  meet  the  trade's  immediate  needs 
and  to  supply  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture's  purchase  program. 
Since  early  February  USDA  has 
bought  an  average  of  about  1  million 
pounds  of  dried  egg  solids  each  week 
for  welfare  distribution. 

Broiler  prices  reached  a  peak  in 
late  February.  At  mostly  18  cents 
per  pound  in  Georgia  they  were  the 
highest  since  April  1960.  The  mid- 
February  U.  S.  average  broiler 
price  was  17.6  cents  per  pound, 
about  the  same  as  the  year  before, 
and  almost  a  cent  higher  than  Janu- 
ary 1961.  Declines  have  occurred 
since  then  (to  15-1/2  cents  in 
Georgia  in  the  second  week  of  March) 
but  have  not  decreased  hatching 
egg  settings.  In  the  3  weeks  most 
recently  reported,  settings  were  16, 
18,  and  23  percent  above  last  year. 
Later  this  year,  continued  large 
broiler  production  will  be  en- 
couraged by  the  prospective  large 
supply  of  hatching  eggs,  as  a  con- 
sequence of  the  20  percent  gain  over 
the  year  before  in  the  sale  of 
broiler  breeding  stock  in  July  1960 — 
February  1961. 


USDA  has  made  purchases  of 
cut-up  broilers  for  the  School  Lunch 
program.  The  approximately  6.8 
million  pounds  to  be  purchased  would 
account  for  about  2.6  million  birds 
from  the  monthly  production  of  about 
150  million. 

Sales  of  turkeys  from  farms  are 
presently  near  a  seasonal  low.  Mid- 
February  prices,  averaging  23.7 
cents  per  pound,  were  2  cents  below 
February  1960.  Bearish  influences 
upon  this  price  are  the  23  percent 
larger  turkey  stocks  now  in  cold 
storage  (compared  with  March  1, 
1960)  and  the  relatively  large  num- 
ber of  turkeys,  from  the  hatches  of 
November  and  since,  nearly  ready 
for  marketing.  Also,  marketings  of 
turkey  breeders  may  be  advanced 
this  spring  if  the  indications  of  a 
considerably  expanded  turkey  crop 
eventually  limit  the  opportunity  to 
sell  poults.  If  the  season-average 
increase  in  turkey  production  is 
more  than  10  or  12  percent  by  fall, 
the  difference  between  1960  and  1961 
average  monthly  prices  is  likely 
to  widen  from  the  2  cent  difference 
in  February, 

Exports  of  poultry  meat,  at  record 
levels  in  1960,  have  absorbed  about 
3  percent  of  U,  S.  broiler  produc- 
tion, and  2  percentof  turkey  produc- 
tion. 

The  revisions,  following  the  1959 
Census,  of  USDA  estimates  of  egg 
production  and  January  1  poultry 
numbers  have  been  released,  and 
others  are  in  process.  On  a  U.S. 
total  basis,  these  changes  from 
earlier  USDA  estimates  are  minor, 
showing,  for  example,  an  increase 
of  1,5  percent  in  1960  egg  produc- 
tion. Corresponding  revision  will 
be  made  in  the  estimates  of  annual 
per  capita  consumption  of  eggs. 
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Average 

11950-59 


i960 
1/ 


1961 
1/ 


Flarm  production 


Average  number  of 
layers  on  farms* 


Rate  of  lay  per  layer  * . . 

Apparent  disappearance, 
shell  eggs  per  civilian* 

Frozen  egg  production  . . . 

Dried  egg  production   

Price  received  by 


Price  received  by  farmers 
as  a  percentage  of 
parity   


Retail  price  (AMS) 
Egg-feed  price  ratio 
Stocks: 

Shell   

Frozen   


Price  received  by  fanners 
for  chickens,  live 

Broilers   

Farm  chickens   

4n  chickens  


Mil  .cases 
Mil. 


Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 


Pet. 
Ct.per  doz. 
Lb.  feed 

Thous. cases 
Mil.  lb. 

Mil. 

Dol.per  cwt 


Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 
Ct.  per  lb. 


Jan. 
Jan. 

Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 


31*5.6 
15.2 

31.3 
7.2 
1.9 


Jan. 
Dec. 
Jan. 

Feb.  1 
Feb.  1 


63.5 
10.7 


198 
51.5 


15.1  lk.3 

316.0  302.6 

17.2  17.0 

28.it  26.6 

18.6  8.3 

2.5  1.3 

29.6  38.6 

63  81 

51.1  66.3 

8.9  11.7 

304  80 

T5.3  ^.k 

23.3  32.9 
3.33  3.29 


Mar.  1 
Mar.  1 


337.3 
15.1 

31.6 
16.7 
1.8 


58.4 
10.3 


3U6 
52.7 


309.3 
16.7 

27.5 
30.9 
2.9 


63 
1+9.6 
8.7 

3't5 
78.1 


Jan.  22.8  I7.I  I6.5 
Jan.  19.2  11.3  12.5 
Jan.        22.1       16.3  16.O 


Price  received  by  farmers 
for  all  chickens  as  a 
percentage  of  parity  . . . 

Retail  price  of  broilers 
and  fryers  ready-to-cook 
(AMS)   


Price  received  by 
farmers  for  turkeys, 
Uve   


30.1       28.2  25.lt 


Poultry,  excluding 
turkeys   


Turkey-feed  price  ratio 

Average  weekly  place- 
ment of  chicks  in 
22  important  States  .. 


Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 

Lb.  feed 
Lb.  feed 


Feb.  1  11+6.9  i57.lt 
Feb.  1  136.9  142.3 


4.5 
8.1 


3.6 
8.5 


132.7 

173.3 

3.6 
7.7 


2?7,2 
16.3 

25.7 
20.5 
1.9 

39-4 

83 
62.1 
11.8 

35 
50.2 


Feb.  23.8        17.7  17.6 

Feb.  20.0       11.6  12.7 

Feb.  23.0       16.9  17.1 


51.6       42.5  41.6 


30.4       25.7  23.7 


Mar.  1  127.4  137.5  115.1 
Mar.  1      120.2       124.0  152.4 


3.8  3.8 
7.7  7.1 


34.3  38.7 


) 

)  Low 
) 


January  was  below  1959,  but 
February  was  above;    March  1 
eggs  in  incubators  were  126 
percent  of  i960 


Prices  slid  down  in  early  March 


Likely  to  continue  above  last 
year 


1/  Except  where  entries  relate  to  December;  in  those  cases  they  refer  to  I949-58,  1959  and  i960  respectively. 2/  Preliminary  or 
partially  estimated.    »Data  on  this  line  are  revised:    See  article  beginning  on  page   9_  of  this  issue. 
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REVIEW  AND  OUTLOOK 


REPLACEMENT  HATCH  UP, 
MORE   CHICKS   TO  BE  RAISED 

Hatchery  operations  to  date  have 
considerably  exceeded  farmers' 
February  intentions  to  raise  12 
percent  more  replacement  chickens 
than  the  339  million  raised  in  1960. 
February  hatchery  output  included 
32  percent  more  egg-type  chicks 
than  last  February,  and  March  1 
eggs  in  incubators  were  26  percent 
more  than  last  year.     (Table  2.) 


These  substantial  increases  have 
been  widespread.  The  greatest 
percentage  increases,  however, 
have  been  in  the  West  North  Central, 
South  Atlantic,  and  East  South 
Central  States.  (Table  1.)  While 
each  of  these  regions  had  cut  back 
sharply  last  year,  the  rebound  for 
the  two  southern  regions  in  this 
group  suggests  a  new  net  expansion 
that  will  continue  the  upward  trend 
in  commercial  egg  production  in 
the  Soutij- 


If  the  hatch  for  ail  of  March  is 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  eggs 
in  incubators  at  the  beginning  of  the 
month,  by  April  1  38  million  more 
egg-type  chicks  (about  30  percent 
more)  will  have  been  hatched  in 
1961  than  to  the  same  date  in 
1960.  Such  an  increase  would  still 
leave  1961  hatchery  output  as  of 
April  1  considerably  below  the  large 
1959  output,  but  it  would  neverthe- 
less indicate  an  uncomfortably  large 
increase  in  the  early  fall  laying 
flock. 

Particularly  if  egg  prices  remain 
weak  in  the  next  month  or  two, 
the  late  April  and  May  hatches  could 
show  smaller  increases  over  1960 
than  the  sharp  monthly  gains  re- 
ported so  far  in  1961.  Neverthe- 
less, the  season's  hatch  is  likely 
to  be  fully  up  to  the  12  percent 
increase  farmers  stated  in  their 
February  intentions,  and  possibly 
greater. 


EGG  PRODUCTION 
NEAR  SEASON  PEAK 


Egg  production  ,  now  near  its 
seasonal  peak,  will  continue  high 
for  another  month  or  two,  and  then 
gradually  decline.  Production  dur- 
ing most  of  this  period  is  unlikely 
to  exceed  1960  because  the  present 
laying  flock  is  about  3  percent 
smaller  than  a  year  ago,  and  because 
springtime  rates  of  lay  generally 
show  little  variation  from  year  to 
year,  (Table  7.)  During  the  spring 
months  of  peak  production  it  is 
typical  that  the  increases  from  the 
previous  year's  rate  of  lay  are 
small,  if  they  occur  at  all,  but 
this  year  for  March  1  the  rate  of 
lay  is  considerably  above  last  year's 
abnormally  low  rates  of  lay  for 
March,  The  April  rate  of  lay  in 
I960  was  also  depressed. 

On  March  1,  U.  S.  egg  production 
was  almost  the  same  as  the  year 
before.  February  egg  production 
was  about  2  percent  below  last 
year  after  allowance  for  the  leap 
year  in  1960.  These  levels  are  the 
result  of  a  smaller  flock  producing 
at  a  rate  of  lay  slightly  higher 
than  last  year  during  the  month  as 
a  whole,  but  rate  of  lay  was  con- 
siderably above  last  year  by  March  1. 

Because  of  the  small  number  of 
replacement  chickens  raised  in 
1960 — 339  million,  lowest  in  more 
than  50  years — the  number  of  poten- 
tial layers  on  hand  January  1,  1961, 
was  down.  (Tables  5  and  6.)  The 
increased  numbers  of  chicks  now 
being  hatched  will  not  suffice  to 
restore  laying  flock  size  to  year-ago 
levels  until  about  mid-year,  or  per- 
haps even  later.  In  the  months  begin- 
ning about  June  year-to-year  trends 


in  rate  of  lay  are  upward.Theref ore, 
somewhat  before  mid-year,  in- 
creasing rates  of  lay  (compared  with 
the  year  before)  will  result  in  egg 
production  during  the  summer  likely 
exceeding  1960,  By  late  fall,  if 
the  replacement  hatch  proceeds  as 
now  indicated,  monthly  egg  produc- 
tion will  be  substantially  above  last 
year. 


EGG  PRICES  SLIPPING 
SEASONALLY 

Altliough  egg  prices  in  the  second 
and  third  weeks  of  March  were 
generally  the  lowest  in  8  months, 
they  exceeded  the  year  before  by  a 
noticeable  margin.  (Table  8.)  The 
declines  in  late  February  and  early 
March  were  mostly  in  line  with 
seasonal  expectations,  and  the 
general  level  of  egg  prices  in  recent 
months  has  been  favorable,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  large  increase  in  chick 
hatchings  so  far  this  year.  Some 
further  seasonal  decline  in  egg 
prices,  below  the  level  prevailing 
in  early  March,  is  possible.  Because 
of  the  prospective  continuing  in- 
crease in  the  hatch,  and  consequently 
in  fall  egg  supply,  there  is  likely 
to  be  a  smaller  seasonal  egg  price 
rise  this  fall  than  occurred  in  most 
other  recent  years. 

Mid-month  egg  prices  peaked  at 
45.6  cents  in  November  1960,  and 
since  then  the  general  trend  has 
been  downward,  coinciding  with  the 
seasonal  increases  in  supply.  In 
mid-February,  egg  prices  received 
by  farmers  were  at  a  short-period 
peak,  averaging  39.4  cents  per 
dozen,  10  cents  higher  than  a  year 
earlier.  This  was  1  cent  higher 
than  a  month  earlier,  and  higher 
also  than  the  prices  of  March  to 
date. 

Although  the  seasonal  supply  in- 
crease will  end  within  the  next 
month  or  so,  prices  are  likely  to 
remain  seasonally  weak  for  a  some- 
what longer  period  because  the 
tapering   down   in  production  will 
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be  gradual.  The  demand  for  eggs 
for  the  preparation  of  liquid  and 
frozen  egg  will  cut  into  these  large 
supplies.  But  the  extent  of  this 
demand  will  be  tempered  by  judg- 
ments regarding  the  price  and  supply 
of  fresh  eggs  during  the  season 
when  frozen  egg  would  normally 
be  taken  from  storage. 

As  of  the  first  week  in  March, 
large-scale  egg  breaking  had  not  yet 
begun.  The  week-to-week  changes 
in  storage  stocks  at  that  time  were 
still  decreases  (table  10),  contrast- 
ing with  increases  in  each  of  the 
two  preceding  years.  Breakers 
are  holding  off  their  full-scale 
operations  until  they  deem  prices 
to  be  at  a  level  that  will  not  expose 
them  to  losses  on  the  inventories 
that  they  accumulate. 

Despite  the  holding-off  on  account 
of  price  uncertainty,  there  are 
several  pressures  that  encourage 
current  breaking,  aside  from  the 
general  interest  in  spreading  plant 
overhead  and  peak  labor  require- 
ments. Three  of  these  pressures 
are  (1)  the  extreme  shortage--and 
high  price— of  yolk  in  present  in- 
ventory, (2)  the  desire  to  break  and 
freeze  eggs  in  the  spring  when 
yolk  color  and  quality  are  best 
(dark  color  is  desired),  and  finally, 
(3)  the  requirements  of  the  Govern- 
ment's dried  egg  procurement 
program. 


USDA  DRIED  EGG  PROGRAM; 
PURCHASES  BEGAN  FEBRUARY  1 

On  February  1,  1961,  USDA  re- 
sumed the  purchase  of  dried  egg 
solids.  The  previous  program, 
terminated  on  November  18,  1960, 
was  originally  for  School  Lunch 
and  institutional  distribution,  and 
for  welfare  distribution.  (Table  14.) 
The  current  program  is  entirely 
for  welfare  distribution,  through 
State  agencies,  to  over  6  million 
persons  who  are  receiving  food 
supplements  via  direct  distribution 
channels. 

At  the  rate  that  purchases  were 
made  during  the  first  6  weeks  of  the 


program,  deliveries  would  support 
a  distribution  equivalent  to  about 
one  pound  per  person.  Since  the 
specifications  call  for  packaging  in 
No.  2-1/2  size  cans  each  containing 
13  ounces  of  egg  powder,  the  pur- 
chase rate  during  the  first  6  weeks 
of  the  program  worked  out  con- 
veniently to  support  a  distribution 
of  one  container  per  person.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  dried  egg  is 
not  directly  substituteable  for  fresh 
eggs  in  many  uses,  the  February 
rates  of  purchase  are  geared  to 
current  use  of  the  product  in  dis- 
tribution channels.  The  directions 
for  use  which  are  on  the  labels  of 
the  cans  instruct  the  user  to:  "Use 
only  in  thoroughly  cooked  dishes — 
baked  desserts,  long-cooked  casse- 
roles, and  breads.  Do  not  use 
in  egg-milk  drinks,  uncooked  salad 
dressings,  or  egg  dishes  cooked 
on  top  of  stove." 

Weekly  purchases  of  dried  egg 
under  the  current  program,  and  top 
paying  prices,  have  been  as  follows: 


Amount 

Top 

purchased 

paying 

Week 
of: 

for 
the 
week 

"cumula- 
*  tively 

price 
for  the 

week, 
per 
pound 

Mil. 

Mil, 

lb. 

lb. 

Cents 

Feb.  1 

0.4 

0.4 

1.37 

8 

1.2 

1.6 

1.37 

15 

1.0 

2.6 

1.37 

23 

1.1 

3.7 

1.36 

Mar.  1 

.9 

4.6 

1.30 

8 

1.5 

6.1 

1.20 

15 

1.3 

7.4 

1.20 

BROILER  PRICES  SAG 
AFTER  FEBRUARY  RISE 

Broiler  prices  were  strong  in  the 
first  2  months  of  1961,  rising  from 
14-1/2-15-1/2  cents  at  the  end  of 
December  1960  to  18  cents  per 
pound  in  Georgia  in  the  second  week 


of  February.  (Table  15.)  While 
prices  have  since  declined — to 
mostly  15-1/2  cents  in  Georgia  in 
the  third  week  of  March — they  re- 
main at  a  level  that  evidently  in- 
duces further  increases  in  produc- 
tion. Egg  settings  in  the  3  weeks 
n^ost  recently  rejjorted  have  been 
16,  18,  and  23  percent  more  than 
last  year. 


Slaughter  of  broilers  so  far  in 
1961  has  been  11  percent  above 
comparable  1960  output,  reflecting 
corresponding  changes  in  earlier 
chick  placements.  In  view  of  these 
arger  supplies,  the  declines  from 
last  year  in  mid-month  average 
prices  are  not  surprising.  Recent 
mid-month  average  prices  (with 
year-ago  prices  in  parentheses)  are: 
January,  16.5  cents  per  pound  (17,1); 
February,  17,6  cents  (17,7).  At  the 
time  of  this  report,  March  prices 
are  noticeably  below  the  month  be- 
fore, to  the  extent  that  the  mid- 
month  price  will  be  lower  than  the 
18.1  cents  of  March  1960, 

While  lower  than  last  year,  recent 
broiler  prices  have  been  above  the 
mid-month  average  of  about  16 
cents  that  were  reported  for  Octo- 
ber-December 1960,  Since  supplies 
also  are  larger,  the  seasonal 
increase  in  demand  which  usually 
emerges  after  Thanksgiving- 
Chirstmas-New  Years  is  again 
evident. 

An  extension  of  this  seasonal  in- 
crease in  demand  will  probably  suf- 
fice to  restore  broiler  prices  in  the 
few  months  above  the  lows  of  early 
March,  but  a  repetition  of  the  Feb- 
ruary highs  is  doubtful.  Further  pro- 
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duction  increases  are  in  prospect. 
While  no  abrupt  declines  are  in 
prospect  for  red  meat  prices--a 
major  sustaining  influence  for  re- 
ent  broiler  prices — changes  in  the 
broiler  supply  picture  are  likely  to 
partly  offset  the  usual  seasonal  im- 
provement in  demand. 

For  the  more  immediate  period — 
until  about  mid-June — the  level  of 
broiler  supply  is  pretty  much  deter- 
mined by  hatchery  activity  that  is 
already  reported  or  accomplished, 
(Table  16.)  For  this  reason,  April 
slaughter  will  be  10  percent  above 
last  April,  May  will  be  up  15  per- 
cent, and  slaughter  in  early  June 
will  be  about  a  sixth  above  last  year. 
In  contrast,  placements  for  March 
slaughter  were  only  4  percent  above 
1960.  The  price  declines  in  early 
March  may  have  been  in  part  a  re- 
action from  the  extreme  price  levels 
that  were  reached  in  February.  The 
18-cent  Georgia  quotation  was  the 
highest  since  April  1960. 

For  a  period  farther  ahead,  the 
prospective  large  supply  of  hatching 
eggs  is  a  factor  leading  to  expected 
broiler  supply  increases.  Sales  of 
broiler  breeding  stock  by  leading 
primary  breeders  have  been  above 
the  year  before  for  the  past  7  months. 
Their  sales  for  the  months  which 
relate  to  the  make-up  of  last  month's 
(February)  breeding  flock  were  8 
percent  above  the  year  before;  the 
corresponding  increase  for  the peri- 
od that  relates  to  the  prospective 
July  breeding  flock  is  20  percent. 
(Table  18. 

While  egg  settings  usually  do  not 
precisely  correspond  to  these  in- 
creases, the  large  supply  of  hatch- 
ing eggs  will  doubtlessly  induce  low- 
er chick  prices.  The  chick  price  is 
little  more  than  a  book  entry  for 
many  integrated  producers  who  hatch 
their  own,  but  to  others  in  the  indus- 
try it  will  nevertheless  introduce  a 
cost  saving  that  may  equate  with  a 
1  cent  per  pound  change  in  broil- 
er prices.  Thus, the  prospect  of  low 
broiler  prices  would  be  a  diminished 
deterrent  during  a  period  of  abundant 
chick  supply.  Of  course  this  would 
have  to  be  considered  in  light  of 


other  prospective  cost  changes.but-- 
other  things  being  equal— an  expand- 
ed .breeding  flock  is  a  factor  toward 
expanded  broiler  output. 


BROILERS  FOR  SCHOOL 
LUNCHES 

USDA  bought  4.4  million  pounds 
of  frozen  cut-up  broilers  for  the 
National  School  Lunch  in  the  first 
15  days  of  March.  These  were  the 
first  purchases  of  broilers  for  school 
lunches  ever  made  by  USDA;  under 
the  present  experimental  operation, 
USDA  originally  intended  to  buy  a 
total  of  5  niillion  pounds  to  supply 
chicken  to  schools  which  serve  child- 
ren a  complete  hot  lunch  under  the 
program, and  later  raised  its  ob- 
jective to  about  6.8  million  pounds. 
Through  this  distribution,  local 
school  lunch  managers  are  expect- 
ed to  acquire  experience  which  may 
lead  them  to  a  more  frequent  use 
of  chicken  through  local  purchases. 
A  daily  average  of  13  million  child- 
ren have  their  lunches  under  this 
program. 

The  prices  paid  by  USDAfor  chick- 
ken  bought  for  this  program  ranged 
from  32  to  37  cents  per  pound,  de- 
pending principally  upon  location. 
Because  of  the  non-commercial  na- 
ture of  the  USDA  specifications-- 
prepared  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  School  Lunch  program— these 
prices  are  not  directly  comparable 
to  any  commercial  quotations. 
The  specifications  were  for  heavy 
Grade  A  fryers  cut  into  10  pieces 
which  would  in  turn  provide 
6  servings. 

The  5  million  pounds  originally 
intended  to  be  bought  under  this 
program  are  equivalent  to  2  million 
birds,  compared  with  monthly  broil- 
er output  in  the  U.S. of  about  150 
million  birds. 

TURKEY  HATCH  UP? 

CURRENT  SLAUGHTER  HIGH 
STORAGE  ABOVE  LAST  YEAR 

Following  the  pattern  of  the  other 
segments  of  the  poultry  industry. 


turkey  producers  are  also  increas- 
ing their  1961  output  from  1960, 
which  was  a  record.  Turkey  grow- 
ers will  raise  substantially  more 
turkeys  this  year  than  the  82  mil- 
lion of  1960,  although  their  perform- 
ance may  not  be  fully  up  to  the 
20  percent  increase  which  they  had 
intended  in  January.  (Tables  20-24.) 
Hatchings  from  September  1,  1960, 
through  February,  plus  an  allowance 
for  March,  indicate  output  was  up 
32  percent  in  that  period  from  the 
year  before;  but  hatchings  in  April 
and  May,  which  are  typically  the 
largest  of  the  year,  will  reduce  the 
cumulative  percentage  increase. 


Some  degree  of  supply  increase 
is  already  discounted  into  the  cur- 
rent turkey  price  structure,  but  if 
hatchings  continue  at  a  rate  that 
will  result  in  a  season- average  in- 
crease of  12  or  15  percent  from 
last  year's  crop.some  further  price 
weakening  would  be  likely.  The  bear- 
ish factors  presently  playing  on  the 
market  are  the  increase  of  23  per- 
cent (28  million  pounds)  in  March  1 
storage  stocks  over  March  1,  1960, 
and  the  increase  of  almost  8  mil- 
lion (more  than  25  percent)  from 
last  year  at  this  time  in  the  number 
of  turkeys  already  on  farms,  for 
slaughter  in  the  next  4  or  5  months. 
Unless  hatches  in  the  next  few 
months  move  much  closer  to  last 
year,  price  decreases  from  last  year 
are  likely  to  be  even  greater  in  the 
fall. 
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In  mid-February  (the  date  of  ±e 
latest  available  average),  turkey 
prices  to  fanners  were  2  cents  per 
pound  lower  than  last  February. 
However,  the  average  of  23.7  cents 
per  pound  applied  to  seasonally  light 
marketings.  March,  April  and  May 
prices  in  1960  (see  table  28)  bulged 
upward  slightly,  in  a  manner  which 
is  unlikely  to  be  repeated  this  year, 
not  only  because  of  the  generally 
ample  supplies  already  described, 
but  because  of  possibly  accelerated 
marketings  this  year  of  breeder 
turkeys,  which  sell  at  lower  prices 
than  young  turkeys.  The  large  num- 
ber of  breeders  on  hand  this  year — 
cumulative  pullorum  testings  to  date 
are  35  percent  above  1959-1960— has 
resulted  in  a  lower  price  for  hatch- 
ing eggs  and  poults,  which  encour- 
ages flockowners  to  close  out  their 
breeding  flocks  earlier  than  usual. 
These  birds  wiU  be  an  important 
addition  to  the  marketings  of  the 
next  few  months,  with  the  peak 
volume  possibly  coming  a  month 
earlier  than  the  June   1960  peak. 

FEED  PRICES  UP 

IN  PAST  FEW  MONTHS: 
FURTHER  RISE  EXPECTED 

Poultry  feed  prices  in  the  last 
few  months  of  1960,  and  in  January 
1961,  reflected  the  record  feed  grain 
harvest  of  1960.  Prices  of  corn  and 
sorghum  grains  sagged  below  sup- 
ports and  the  com  support  was 
slightly  reduced  from  the  year 
before. 

Since  January, however,  feed  grain 
prices  have  been  rising,  as  the  sup- 
ply of  free  corn  has  tightened  and 
generally  favorable  livestock  pro- 
duct-feed price  ratios  have  sus- 
tained the  demand  for  feed.  At  the 
same  time,  average  prices  for  11 
high-protein  feeds,  including  soy- 
bean meal,  rose  about  6  percent 
from  January  to  February,  and  have 
since  maintained  their  rise. 


These  changes  contrast  with  early 
1960.  Poultry  feed  prices  stood  gen- 
erally steady  or  declined  slightly 
during  the  first  9  or  10  months  of 
that  year,  and  then  declined  to  a 
November  December  level  which 
was  the  lowest  since  early  1946.  In 
November-December  1960,  the  U.S. 
average  farm  value  of  poultry  ration 
was  $3.21  per  100  pounds,  contrast- 
ed to  $3.32  as  the  annual  average, 
and  $3.39    as  the  1960  peak,  in  April. 

Since  the  end  of  1960  this  price 
has  risen,  to  $3.29  in  January  and 
$3.35  in  mid- February,  when  the 
price  was  about  the  same  as  last 
February.  The  changes  since  mid- 
February  have  been  mostly  upward. 

These  factors  suggest  that  during 
the  present  year  prices  for  poultry 
ration  will  exceed  year-ago  levels, 
and  that  the  difference  will  be  most 
noticeable  toward  the  end  of  the 
calendar  year. 

In  broiler  production,  the  adjust- 
ment to  rising  feed  prices  can  be 
made  in  the  size  of  each  successive 
brood,  but  for  egg  and  turkey  pro- 
duction the  production  cycle  is  longer 
and  follows  a  fixed  seasonality.  This 
commits  egg  and  turkey  producers 
to  a  feed  requirement  for  a  period 
considerably  beyond  the  date  on 
which  production  plans  are  made. 
Part  of  that  feed  requirement- - 
particularly  the  part  to  be  used  rel- 
atively late  in  the  year— is  likely 
to  be  higher  priced  than  ±e  cor- 
responding feed  a  year  earlier. 


EXPORTS  OF  POULTRY 
A  RECORD  IN  1960 

Poultry  exports  were  record  high 
in  1960.  Preliminary  data  for  the 
year  show  exports  of  164  million 
pounds  of  fresh  and  frozen  poultry, 
compared  to  116  million  pounds  in 
1959.  (Table  17.)  Exports  of  canned 
poultry  products  also  rose  sharply 


to  13  million  pounds  in  1960  com- 
pared to  10  million  in  1959. 

West  Germany  was  the  leading 
importer  of  U.S.  frozen  poultry, 
taking  over  81  million  pounds  last 
year,  nearly  double  the  45  million 
pounds  imported  in  1959,  The  item 
showing  the  biggest  increase  was 
broilers  and  fryers,  followed  by 
turkeys.  Indications  are  that  many 
more  million  pounds  of  broilers 
could  have  been  exported  to  West 
Germany  last  year  had  the  German 
Govenunent  permitted  iu 

Switzerland,  the  next  most  impor- 
tant buyer  of  U.  S.  poultry,  took  over 
23  million  pounds,  an  increase  of 
about  3  million  pounds  over  1959.  In 
view  of  Switzerland's  small  popula- 
tion--about  5  million  people — that 
country  is  by  far  the  leading  impor- 
ter on  a  per  capita  basis. 

The  third  most  impwrtaat  custom- 
er for  U,  S.  poultry  was  Canada, 
which  imported  over  18  million 
pounds  of  U.  S.  frozen  poultry,  com- 
pared to  less  than  9  million  pounds 
in  1959. 

Canned  and  precooked  frozen  poul- 
try items  went  principally  to  West 
Germany,  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
Australia.  The  United  Kingdom  is 
a  relatively  new  customer  for  im- 
ported precooked  frozen  items  which 
are  beginning  to  be  used  in  restau- 
rants and  hotels  there;  and  canned 
whole  chicken  has  become  popular 
with  home  users.  Australia  made 
her  first  imports  of  U.  S.  canned 
poultry  in  xhe  spring  of  1960,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  had  taken 
2.4  million  pounds. 

The  outlook  for  1961  is  for  fur- 
ther increases  in  exports  of  frozen 
and  canned  poultry  products,  prin- 
cipally to  Europe,  While  European 
poultry  production  is  increasing  sig- 
nificantly, consumer  demand  for 
poultry  there  is  rising  so  rapidly 
that  increased  imports  will  most 
likely  occur. 
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POULTRY  DATA  FROM  THE  CENSUS  OF  AGRICULTURE 
By  Edward  Karpoff 


Publication  of  the  results  of  the 
1959  Census  of  Agriculture  has  re- 
sulted in  only  a  very  modest  revision 
of  USDA  estimates  of  1955- 1960  egg 
production,  although  rather  large 
(and  partially  offsetting)  revisions 
were  necessary  for  certain  individ- 
ual States.  The  change  in  the  U,  S. 
estimate  of  egg  production  for  1960 
was  an  increase  of  1.5  percent,  and 
for  earlier  years  the  increase  was 
smaller.  USDA  has  also  published 
revised  estimates  of  January  1  chick  - 
en  numbers;  for  these  the  change  in 
the  U.  S.  estimate,  for  1960,  was 
an  increase  of  0.7  percent. 

Because  the  USDA  estimates  de- 
pend upon  other  sources  of  check 
data  in  addition  to  the  Census  mater- 
ial, even  after  revision  data  from 
the  two  sources  are  short  of  com- 
plete agreement  concerning  level  of 
production.  But  the  new  census  data 
do  provide  concrete  expression  to 
the  observable  trend  toward  fewer 
but  larger  production  units  in  all 
phases  of  poultry  husbandry.  These 
are  indicated  both  in  table  32  and  in 
the  discussion  that  follows  the  table. 

The  statistics  now  being  issued 
by  USDA  are  on  a  basis  consistent 
with  the  revised  numbers  for  1960 
and  preceding  years.  A  comparison 
of  the  USDA  estimates  of  chickens 
on  farms  on  both  pre-census  and 
post-census  bases  is  shown  in  table 
31  below.  The  table  also  shows  the 
principal  census  figures  in  the  poul- 
try area,  together  with  the  pre- 
revision  figures  puijlished  under  the 
closest  comparable  USDA  concepts. 

COMPARISON  OF  USDA 
AND  CENSUS 

Some  of  these  data — particularly 
for  turkeys  raised  and  broilers  pro- 
duced or  sold — find  data  from  the 
two  sources  in  reasonably  close 
agreement,and  hence  the  availability 
of  the  census  does  not  introduce 
much  basis  for  revision.  In  any 
event,  the  USDA  figures  on  these 


subjects  are  consistent  with  avail- 
able check  data  such  as  hatchery 
and  placement  reports, and  slaughter 
reports,  and  therefore  possible 
changes  in  their  level  are  likely  to 
be   little   more  than  refinements. 

The  data  fo  r  chicken  numbers, 
and  for  the  related  item  of  egg 
production  (or  sales),  are  somewhat 
further  apart.  The  slight  difference 
between  the  census  concept  (all 
chickens  4  months  and  older)  and 
nhe  USDA  concept  (all  chickens  ex- 
cept broilers)  partially  reconciles 
the  figures.  Likewise,  the  different 
dates  used  for  the  chicken  numbers 
in  the  two  series  explain  a  part  of 
the  5  percent  difference.  These 
Census  data,  by  States,  are  used  by 
USDA  as  checks  for  its  estimates 
of  layer  numbers. 

Again,  the  availability  of  check 
data  is  a  factor  in  determining  the 
extent  that  the  USDA  data  should  be 
revised  to  reflect  the  census 
findings.  Hatchery  data  regarding 
sales  of  egg-type  chicks  are  one 
factor  in  this;  continual  voluntary 
reports  and  surveys,  some  perform- 
ed with  the  cooperation  of  the  rural 
carriers  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, are  another.  Also,  there  has 
been  continuing  expansion  in  large- 
scale  egg  production  units  in  the 
past  5  or  8  years,  which  have  been 
recognized  in  USDA's  estimates. 
The  combination  of  these  factors 
serves  to  hold  USDA's  estimates 
of  chicken  numbers  at  a  higher 
level  than  the  census  figures.  The 
difference  is  about  +4  percent  in 
1954-55,  and  +5  percent  in  1959-60. 

The  USDA  figures'  for  the  eggs 
attributable  to  these  birds  exceed 
the  census  numbers  by  even  larger 
percentages —  121  percent  in  1954, 
and  82  percent  in  1959.  For  the 
respective  years,  the  USDA  esti- 
mates are  related  to  an  average 
rate  of  lay  of  188  and  209  eggs  per 
bird  kept  during  ±e  year  (before 
allowance  for  eggs  used  for  home 
consumption),  while  the  census  data 
on  egg  sales  work  out  to  85  eggs 


sold  in  1954  per  chicken  on  hand  on 
the  enumeration  date,  and  113  in 
1959.  With  the  USDA  per-bird  basis 
so  much  higher  than  the  derived 
per-bird  census  figure,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  USDA  figure  for  eggs  sold 
would  be  higher  than  the  census. 

USDA  estimated  that  in  1954  about 
9  percent  of  the  eggs  produced  on 
farms  were  consumed  at  home,  and 
8  percent  in  1959.  These  figures  do 
not  close  the  gap  between  the  two 
sets  of  data,  but  they  do  conform 
fairly  closely  to  the  estimates  of 
13.7  percent  of  the  U.  S.  population 
living  on  farms  in  1954,  and  12.0 
percent  in  1959.  An  additional  re- 
finement of  these  latter  percentages 
would  be  to  consider  that  in  1954, 
about  75  percent  of  the  U.  S.  farms 
kept  some  chickens,  and  in  1959, 
about  59  percent.  This  indicates  the 
percentage  of  farmers  who  are  be- 
lieved to  be  self- suppliers. 

SIZE  OF  PRODUCTION  UNITS 

An  important  contribution  of  the 
census  data  on  poultry  is  the  extent 
to  which  they  provide  specific 
figures  to  illustrate  the  observable 
trends  toward  bigness,  and  obvious 
specialization,  in  poultry  produc- 
tion ,  1/  Associated  with  this  is  a 
decline  in  the  number  of  production 
units,  despite  the  fact  that  total 
production  rose  between  the  dates  of 
the  two  most  recent  censuses. 

In  1959,  only  59  percent  of  the 
3.7  million  U.  S.  farms  reported 
chickens  on  hand,  a  decline  from 
the  75  percent  so  reporting  in 
1954.  2/  Until  the  early  1950' s  the 

y  Another  value  of  the  census  is 
in  its  county  reports,  pin-pointing 
the  important  areas  of  production  on 
a  more  local  basis  than  is  avail- 
able from  any  other  comparable 
source. 

2/  From  this  point  on,  all  the 
statistics  in  this  article  are  from 
census  sources.  USDA  publishes  no 
systematic  data  regarding  size  of 
poultry  flocks  or  number  of  flocks. 
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poultry  enterprise  occurred  on  more 
farms  than  any  other  single  enter- 
prise, but  in  the  two  Censuses  of 
Agriculture  since  then,  more  farms 
reported  cattle  and  calves  than 
chickens.  However,  more  farms 
have  chickens  than  have  dairy  cows, 
and  if  the  data  were  to  indicate  beef 
herds  separately,  it  is  probable 
±at  chicken  flocks  would  exceed 
beef  herds  also. 

Of  the  3.4  million  farms  report- 
ing chickens  in  1954,  about  1.7  mil-_ 
lion  sold  no  eggs,  and  in  1959  about 
1.1  million  of  the  2.2  million  farms 
keeping  chickens  sold  no  eggs.  Thus 
the  percentage  of  self-suppliers  is 
going  down  at  about  the  same  rate 
as  the  percentage  of  farmers  who 
produce  eggs  for  sale.  Evidently 
the  demise  of  poultry  flocks  is  not 
only  in  the  middle  ranges  of  200-500 
layers,  but  also  among  the  smallest 
flocks  which  are  intended  to  produce 
eggs  only  for  home  use. 

While  presently— available  data 
permit  inferences  regarding  the  in- 
creasing size  of  the  average  poul- 
try flock —an  inference  which  fol- 
lows from  dividing  the  total  produc- 
tion or  total  number  of  birds  by  the 


number  of  farms  reporting  for  that 
item— the  difinitive  census  mater- 
ial on  the  distribution  of  flock  sizes 
is  scheduled  for  release  later  on. 
Meanwhile,  some  1954  and  1959 
comparisons  of  average  flock  size 
or  average  production  per  flock  are 
as  follows:  3/ 

1954  1959 

Average  number  of 
chickens  4  months 
and  older  on  hand 
on  enumeration 

day  110  160 

Average  number  of 
eggs  sold  per  farm 
selling  eggs,  doz- 
en 4/  1,600  3,100 

Average  number  of 
broilers  raised  for 
the  year  16,000  34,000 

Average  number  of 
turkeys  raised  370  960 

Particularly  in  the  cases  of  chick- 
ens on  hand,  eggs  sold,  and  turkeys 


raised,  the  above  averages  are 
somewhat  misleading  in  delineating 
a  typical  commercial  production 
unit.  For  example,  the  Census  Bur- 
eau has  announced  that  about  four- 
fifths  of  all  turkey  production  was 
concentrated  on  3,000  farms,  and 
that  between  1954  and  1959  there 
was  a  125  percent  increase  in  the 
number  of  farms  with  over  3,200 
layers. 

Specialized  poultry  farms--where 
poultry  and  eggs  were  50  percent 
or  more  of  the  value  of  farm  products 
sold — numbered  103  thousand  in 
1959,  compared  with  154  thousand 
in  1954.  Thus  specialized  poultry 
farms  were  2.8  percent  of  the  3.7 
million  farms  reported  for  1959, 
and  3.2  percent  of  the  4.8  million 
of  1954.  The  bulk  of  U.  S.  egg  and 
poultry  meat  production  comes  from 
farms  with  flocks  large  enough  to 
merit  the  application  of  specialized 
husbandry  methods,  but  where  the 
combination  with  other  enterprises 
rules  out  the  designation  as  special- 
ized poultry  farms. 


3/  These  averages  are  only  for 
farms  reporting  these  items;  that 
is,  a  farm  reporting  no  chickens  is 
omitted  from  the  computation. 
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Table  1  .—Chickens  raised,  by  regions  and  United  States,  1950  to  date, 
and  farmer's  1961  intentions  to  buy  replacements  chicks 


.  Region 

Year  and 

Unit    c     North  : 

East 

!  West 

South 

:  South 

West 

United 

item 

:    Atlantic  : 

North 

!  North 

Atlantic 

:  Central 

States 

Central 

'.  Central 

Chickens  raised 

1950 

Mil. 

90  6 

119  7 

169  2 

63  8 

1 16  7 

oy,/ 

1951 

do. 

93  8 

1 1  fi  A 

1  iO.D 

170,8 

65,4 

111.6 

62.7 

622,9 

1952 

do 

88  5 

107  1 

147  8 

63.2 

96  8 

57  6 

001,U 

1953 

do. 

90.4 

106,6 

152.2 

57.5 

86.3 

54.5 

547,5 

1954 

do 

83  6 

107.2 

150  4 

57  8 

56  7 

539,9 

LyDJ 

do 

77  8 

88  3 

125  6 

ju.d 

0/  .z 

52,3 

461,9 

1956 

do. 

74.0 

92.4 

134.3 

53.8 

73.0 

51.1 

478,6 

1957 

do. 

62.4 

71.0 

106.4 

51,2 

59.1 

46,6 

396,6 

1958 

do. 

65.5 

77.0 

117.0 

57.0 

65.0 

49,8 

431,2 

1959 

do. 

58.6 

64.1 

103.0 

58.4 

64.0 

51.2 

399,1 

1960 

do. 

49.5 

52.0 

88.1 

48.5 

52.4 

48.5 

339.1 

Intentions  to  buy 

chicks  as  a 

percentage  of 

preceding  year 

1961 

Pet. 

110 

105 

109 

110 

127 

119 

112 

Replacement  chicks 

hatched  Oct.  1960 

to  date,  as  of 

percentage  of 

year  before  1/ 

Pet. 

114 

131 

142 

142 

138 

113 

128 

1/  March  1961  hatch  assumed  to  show  percentage  changes  from  last  year  equivalent  to  change  shown  in 
March  1  eggs  in  incubators. 


Table  2.--Monthly  hatchings  of  replacement-type  chicks,  available  data,  and  replacement-type 
eggs  in  incubators  March  1,  1960,  and  chickens  raised.  United  States,  1955  to  date 


Item 

1955 

;  1956 

;  1957 

1958 

;  1959 

;   1960  V 

'■  1961 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

MUlion 

MUlion 

Million 

Hatchings 

January 

32.9 

39.3 

30.5 

34.0 

35.8 

23.3 

32.9 

February 

71.2 

84.0 

56.3 

61.6 

61.4 

38.2 

48.4 

March 

148.8 

149.5 

109.4 

112.9 

117.8 

71.6 

2/(126) 

April 

163.9 

159.4 

129.4 

135.4 

129.6 

97,5 

May 

107.9 

108.8 

90.8 

109.7 

85.8 

99,6 

June 

32.7 

34,7 

27.9 

40,4 

27.2 

43,6 

July 

14.9 

15,4 

11,9 

18.2 

14.0 

18.8 

August 

12.6 

14,3 

10.2 

14.8 

13.4 

16.4 

September 

14.1 

14.8 

12.3 

16.6 

13.8 

16.7 

October 

16.6 

17.1 

13.0 

16.9 

14.3 

16.9 

November 

15.5 

14,7 

12.2 

16.2 

13.5 

16.7 

December 

17.5 

15.9 

15.7 

19.6 

14.3 

20,2 

Total,  calendar  year 

___648.6__ 

 667.9 

___5i9._5___ 

___5%_.3___ 

___541.q__ 

___4_7_9_,_7___ 

Total,  12  months  ending 

July  of  given  year 
Chickens  raised,  calendar  year 

685.3 

533.0 

575.6 

555.8 

469.0 

461.9 

478,6 

396,6 

431,2 

399.1 

339.1 

1/  Revised.  2/  Eggs  in  incubators  first  of  month  as  a  percentage  of  preceding  year. 
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Table  2a.— Egg-feed  price  ratio,  chickens  raised  and  subsequent  nianber  of  pullets  on 
farms,  1925  to  date 


Sexed 

Pullets  on  farms 

3/ 

Percentage  of  preceding  year 

Egg-feed 

pullets 

price 

bought 

As  a  percentage 

ratio 

as  a 

As 

reported 

of  chickens 

Egg-feed 

Fanners 

: Pullets 

Year 

weighted 

Chickens 

I>ercent 

raised 

price 

inten- 

: on 

average 

raised 

of 

ratio 

tions 

: Chickens :  farms 

1/ 

total 

:  Jan.  1 

:  Jan.  1 

weighted 

to  pur- 

: raised 

: Jan.  1 

chickens 

Oct. 

1:  follow- 

Oct. 

1:  follow- 

average 

chase 

:follow- 

purchased 

:  ing 

:  ing 

1/ 

chicks 

:  ing 

Lb. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

1925 

12.9 

679 

103 

1926 

13.5 

718 

105 

106 

1927 

13. i^ 

750 

99 

lo4 

1928 

12.2 

700 

34 

91 

93 

1929 

13.1 

751 

253 

107 

107 

1930 

13.8 

777 

244 

31 

105 

103 

96 

1931 

10.6 

709 

240 

230 

34 

32 

77 

91 

94 

1932 

11.6 

736 

254 

237 

34 

32 

109 

104 

103 

1933 

750 

254 

238 

34 

32 

123 

102 

100 

193'^ 

10.9 

644 

229 

212 

36 

33 

76 

GO 

69 

1935 

11.  U 

558 

242 

226 

37 

34 

105 

102 

107 

1936 

13.1 

715 

271 

249 

38 

35 

115 

109 

110 

1937 

601 

248 

215 

41 

36 

72 

84 

86 

1938 

11. 1^ 

651 

276 

242 

42 

37 

121 

108 

108 

113 

1939 

12.6 

69r 

287 

254 

4l 

36 

111 

108 

107 

105 

19^+0 

10.4 

634 

292 

240 

46 

38 

83 

96 

91 

94 

19^*^1 

11,5 

745 

328 

278 

44 

37 

111 

109 

118 

116 

1914^2 

13.2 

8144 

21 

363 

319 

43 

38 

115 

112 

113 

115 

14.7 

1,001 

17 

393 

350 

39 

35 

111 

116 

119 

19Wj- 

11.2 

832 

20 

347 

301 

42 

36 

76 

83 

83 

06 

19^5 

12.8 

890 

18 

371 

322 

42 

36 

114 

96 

107 

107 

191*6 

11.8 

738 

22 

325 

281 

44 

38 

92 

86 

83 

87 

1947 

11.3 

719 

26 

326 

278 

45 

39 

96 

94 

97 

99 

191^6 

9.8 

615 

3D 

301 

258 

49 

42 

87 

80 

86 

93 

19^9 

12.6 

705 

31 

324 

287 

46 

4l 

118 

107 

115 

111 

1950 

9.6 

620 

32 

283 

258 

k6 

42 

76 

88 
9^6 

77 

90 

1951 

11.4 

623 

33 

288 

261 

k6 

42 

119 

101 

101 

1952 

9.0 

561 

37 

259 

238 

46 

42 

779 

90 

90 

91 

1953 

11.3 

548 

42 

266 

255 

49 

47 

124 

96 

98 

107 

1954 

10.9 

540 

49 

273 

257 

50 

58 

96 

100 

99 

101 

1955 

9.7 

462 

50 

242 

239 

52 

52 

89 

82 

86 
104 

93 

1956 

12.1 

479 

53 

259 

250 

54 

52 

125 

103 

105 

1957 

9-3 

397 

60 

226 

227 

57 

57 

77 

91 

83 

91 

1958 

11.9 

431 

65 

252 

2k6 

59 

57 

128 

106 

109 

109 

1959  y 

10.0 

399 

68 

230 

225 

58 

56 

84 

99 

93 

91 

i960  5/ 

9.5  (9.0)  339 

69 

205 

209 

60 

62 

95 

91 

85 

93 

1961 

(12.4) 

6/70 

112 

1/  Weights  are  as  follows:    Preceding  November,  1;  preceding  December,  2;  January  3;  February  4; 
March,  5;  April,  3;  May,  1- 

2/  For  farm  flock  replacement;  excluding  specialized  broilers,  but  incl\iding  broiler  breeder  stock. 
3/  Laying  and  not  yet  laying. 
t/  Revised. 

5/  For  1961,  November,  December,  Jan.  and  Peb.j  comparable  1960  in  parentheses. 
b/  Intentions  to  purchase. 
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Table  3  .—Egg- type  chicks  hatched,  chickens  raised  and  ratio  of  pullets  and  sexed  pullets  to 
total  chicks  purchased  and  raised,  available  data,  1930  to  date 


Year  : 

FfS'  tvDe 
'-'SB  '■jt^ 

chicks 
hatched 

Chickens 
raised 

Sexed  pullets  as 
a  proportion  of 
farmers'  chick 
purchases 

Total  pullets  as 
a  proportion  of 
farmers'  chick 
purchases 

Pullets  on  farrji? 
January  1  following 

:  As  a  per- 
As  reported    =  rentage  of 
:  chickens 
:  raised 

Millions 

Millions 

Percent 

Percent 

Mill  1/M1C 

iviixiions 

Percent 

1930 

777 

244 

31 

1931 

709 

230 

32 

1932 

736 

237 

32 

1933 

750 

238 

32 

1934 

644 

212 

33 

1935 

658 

226 

34 

1936 

715 

249 

35 

1937 

601 

215 

36 

1938 

651 

242 

37 

1939 

697 

254 

36 

1940 

634 

240 

38 

1941 

745 

278 

37 

1942 

844 

21 

58 

319 

38 

1943 

1,001 

17 

56 

350 

35 

1944 

832 

20 

57 

301 

oo 

1945 

890 

18 

56 

322 

36 

1946 

738 

22 

59 

281 

38 

1947 

719 

26 

61 

278 

39 

1948 

615 

30 

63 

258 

42 

1949 

705 

31 

64 

287 

41 

1950 

620 

32 

64 

258 

42 

1951 

623 

33 

64 

261 

42 

1952 

561 

37 

66 

238 

42 

1953 

548 

42 

68 

255 

47 

1954 

540 

49 

72 

257 

48 

1955 

i  649 

462 

50 

72 

239 

52 

1956 

:  668 

479 

53 

73 

250 

52 

1957 

:  519 

397 

60 

76 

227 

57 

1958 

:  596 

431 

65 

79 

246 

57 

1959 

:  541 

399 

68 

80 

225 

56 

1960 

:  484 

339 

69 

81 

209 

62 

1961 

1/  70 

1/  82 

1/  Based  on  intentions  . 
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Table  9  .—Shell  eggs:  Storage  stocks,  first-of-month.  United  States, 
1950  to  date;  weekly,  35  cities,  April  I960  to  date 


Year 

Jan.  i 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

\  Nov. 

Dec. 

MU. 

Mil. 

MU. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

MU. 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

■  5^^^^ 

cases_ 

(a)  Monthly,  United  States 

1950 

0,1 

0.-4 

0.7 

1.3 

2.1 

1.4 

3.7 

3.2 

2.6 

1.6 

0.5 

0.1 

1951 

1/ 

.1 

.3 

1.0 

2.1 

2.4 

2.3 

1.6 

1.0 

.5 

.2 

1952 

7i 

.2 

.9 

1.6 

2.2 

3.2 

3.4 

2.7 

2.2 

1.7 

1.0 

.4 

1953 

2 

.1 

.4 

.8 

1.4 

1.5 

1.2 

.8 

.5 

.3 

,1 

1954 

.1 

.1 

.1 

.4 

.7 

1.3 

1.6 

1.4 

1.0 

.8 

.6 

.3 

1955 

.2 

.2 

.3 

.5 

1.2 

2.1 

2.3 

2.2 

1.7 

1.1 

.8 

.3 

1956 

.1 

.3 

.3 

.3 

.6 

1.2 

1.5 

1.3 

1.0 

.7 

.6 

.5 

1957 

.3 

.3 

.5 

.9 

1.2 

1.7 

1.8 

1.5 

1.2 

.9 

.6 

.3 

1958 

.2 

.2 

.1 

.1 

.3 

.7 

.9 

.7 

.5 

.3 

.2 

.1 

1959 

^\ 

^\ 

^1 

.5 

1.0 

1.1 

.9 

J 

.6 

.5 

.3 

1960 

.3 

.3 

.3 

.8 

1.1 

1.0 

J 

.5 

.3 

,1 

1961 

,1 

,1 

(b)  Weekly,  35  cities 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

cases 

Weeks 

1961 

1960 

First 

57 

50 

134 

205 

649 

942 

879 

675  " 

W" 

216 

85 

Second 

53 

42 

111 

296 

771 

944 

852 

605 

374 

181 

68 

Third 

49 

29 

91 

380 

857 

937 

809 

562 

324 

139 

55 

Fourth 

62 

19 

112 

448 

906 

900 

761 

503 

282 

107 

53 

Fifth 

61 

530 

702 

241 

1/  Less  than  .05 

Table  10.— Frozen  egg:  Storage  stocks,  flrst-of-month,  United  States, 
1950  to  date;  weekly,  35  cities,  April  1960  to  date 


Year 

Jan. 

•  Feb. 

•  Mar. 

•  Apr. 

•  May 

;  June 

;  July  ; 

Aug. 

;  Sept. 

•  Oct. 

'  Nov. 

•  Dec. 

Mil. 

Mil, 

Mil. 

MU. 

MU. 

MU. 

MU. 

MU. 

MU, 

MU. 

MU. 

MU. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb.  _ 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

(a)  Monthly,  United  States 

1950 

54 

55 

73 

117 

155 

180 

188 

175 

155 

133 

104 

76 

1951 

47 

31 

33 

62 

109 

163 

190 

191 

176 

151 

122 

95 

1952 

67 

53 

61 

84 

111 

146 

166 

163 

144 

124 

95 

72 

1953 

50 

35 

42 

65 

99 

132 

160 

153 

133 

liO 

87 

61 

1954 

42 

38 

42 

92 

136 

167 

186 

181 

161 

139 

118 

95 

1955 

75 

66 

63 

84 

126 

171 

194 

195 

180 

155 

128 

101 

1956 

74 

51 

42 

61 

95 

140 

172 

177 

168 

152 

132 

109 

1957 

8.7 

75 

66 

78 

108 

140 

167 

177 

165 

147 

124 

99 

1958 

75 

64 

60 

53 

68 

101 

134 

140 

134 

117 

94 

73 

1959 

57 

47 

46 

55 

85 

119 

149 

152 

149 

135 

119 

96 

1960 

79 

75 

78 

81 

90 

122 

157 

166 

158 

140 

114 

87 

1961 

64 

54 

(b)  Weekly,  35  cities 

Weeks 

1961 

1960 

First 

34 

26 

TA 

41 

39 

56 

74 

83 

8i" 

75 

57 

45 

Second 

32 

26 

40 

41 

61 

76 

83 

80 

70 

55 

42 

Third 

30 

25 

38 

45 

66 

78 

84 

77 

67 

51 

39 

Fourth 

29 

25 

38 

48 

70 

81 

83 

76 

64 

49 

37 

28 

52 
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Table  12. —Egg  future  contracts:    Monthly  range  of  daily  closing  prices' on  the  Chicago 
Mercantile  Exchange,  I958-6O  contracts;  and  I96I  contracts  to  date. 


Range  of  daily 
closing  prices 
(per  dozen) 
during  the 
month  of 


Contracts  by  month  in  \Siich  contract  is  deliverable  l/ 


September 


November 


January 


Cents 


Cents 


•'39.25-'<-l-10"^ 
ii-l.  00-43. 15 
Ul.30-U2.85 


39.30- 
39.95- 
40.90- 
4o.6o- 
37.90- 
37.55- 
35.^5- 
31.30- 
il38.4o- 
-^35.40- 
35-75- 
33.50- 

35.65- 
35.55- 
31.75- 
31.20- 
28.70- 
29.30- 
28.55- 
25.30- 
25.25- 
■34.15- 
34.20- 
33.90- 

33.10- 
32.50- 
33.40. 
35.75- 
35.65- 
32.05- 
31.25- 
29.65- 
^32.45- 
^5.80- 
35.75- 
34.70- 


■i+1.35 

-41.60 

-42.30 

-42.90 

-40.95 

-39.35 

-40.00 

-37.25 

-41.30; 

-37.05 

-36.75 

-36.20 

-36.45 
-36.50 
.35.60 
-32.55 
-30.75 
-32.10 
-31.10 
-27.95 
-28.20^ 
-35.25 
.34.90 
.36.00 

-35. U5 
-33.95 
.35.80 
-37.55 
-38.30 
-35.35 
-34.70 
-34.55 
-3^^.85, 
-36.20^ 
.36.80 
-36.25 


34.80-38.05 

35.85-38.25 
35.20 


(34. 05-35. 20j  35.25-36.40 
r42.50-43.3^  36.15-40.95 
4l. 40-42.90 


39.'+5- 
40.25- 
41.10. 
40.50- 
37-80. 
37.35- 
35.45- 
31.70- 
36.15- 
J5.65- 
^6.10- 
35.50- 

36.00. 
35.75- 
32.10- 
31-75- 
29.65- 
30.25- 
29.55- 
25.95- 
26.00- 
^5.10- 


41.45 
41.  TO 
42.05 
42.75 
40.90 
39.20 
40.05 
36.75 
39.U5 
41.80 
37.otf 
36.75 

36.70 
36.70 
35.85 
32.85 
32.15 
33.10 
32.10 
28.85 
28.95 
26.85j 


5.10-36.20" 


33. 30' 
32. 75' 
1 33.80. 
36.05. 
135. 95' 
132.80. 
32.10. 
30. 55' 
33.65' 
35.65. 
^6.25. 
34.90. 


•35.60 
.34.25 
•36.20 
•37.55 
■38.30 
■35.65 
■35.60 
■35.40 
■37.55 
•38.10, 
•36.95" 
■36.55 


35.05-38.20 

35.40-38.25 
3U.85 


40.15-41. 20 
40. 00-41. 95 
37.45-40.75 
36.95-38.00 
34.30-38.30 
31.55-3U.85 
33.55-36.55 
33.55-36.20 
35. 20-40. 80 


32.50 
32.15 
30.65 
31.15 
29.55 

27-20 
26.95 
26.20 

24.55 


33.15 
34.35 
35.85 
36.50 
33.10 
32.80 
31.45 
34.50 
36.75 
37-90 


-36.00 
-33.55 
-33.00 
-33.75 
■32.95 
■29.80 
-29.90 
-28.05 
■26.35 


-34.75 
■36.35 
■37-30 
■38.45 
-36.35 
■36.05 
■36.15 
.38.40 
■39.^5 
-44.85 


35.15-38.35 

35.30-38.25 

3U.60 


36.40-37.40 
37. 10-41. 20 


39.60- 
36.55- 
36.35- 

34.00- 
31.35- 
32.05- 
32.05- 
33.15- 
32.35- 


32.80- 
33.05- 
32.15- 
30.75- 
27.55- 
28.30- 
27.45- 
25.20- 
23.40- 


34.45- 
35.30- 
35. 85^ 
32.50- 
32.65- 
31.25. 
33.45- 
36.90- 
37.80- 
39. Uo. 


.41.25 
40.25 
37.10 
■37.60 
■34.75 
.34.40 
•33.30 
■36.35 
.35.60 


34.10 
33.15 
34.25 
33.55 
30.75 
30.50 
29-05 
27.70 
25.85 


36.45 
36.70 
38.30 
36.80 
35.90 
35-40 
38.00 
39.65 
45.30 
45.25 


35.90-37-15 
37-30-40.95 
36.30-39-25 

29.85-35.40 


34.65-36.00 
33.75-35.95 
30.70-34.35 
31.00-33.35 
31.05-33.05 
32.05-34.50 
31.15-33.30 

33.35-38.00 


28.00-28.30 
25.95-28.30 

25-25-27-00 

21.85-25.45 


34.45-36.15 
35-95-38.30 

37.20-41.15 
37-25-40.30 

34.70-37.50 


1/  Brackets,  or  gaps  in  series  of  numbers,  denote  change  in  year  of  contract. 
"2/  Closing  price  as  of  March  15^  196l. 
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Table  ik  Dried  and  frozen  egg:    U.S.D.A.  piirchases,  I958  to  date 


MARCH  1961 


\            By  weight 

Case  equivalent 

;    For  the 
\  period 

Cumulative 

Nimber 

Ctnnulative 

:  Thousand       Thousand       Thousand  Thousand 
:    potmds          pounds            cases  cases 

Top 
price 

per 
poimd 

y 


Cost  of  purchase 


For 
the 
period 


Cumulative 


U,l62 
19,^+03 
19,0U8 


1,380 
2,730 


1,192 

969 
1,1*^3 

870 
1,5^0 

1,267 


Thousand 
dollars 


(a)  Annual  purchases  of  dried  egg  solids  for  school  lionches 
and  other  eligible  outlets 


26k 
1,905 


1.23 
1.2h 
l.lh 


5,087 
21,883 
20,700 


(h)  Monthly  piirchases  of  frozen  mixed  egg  for  later  drying  3/ 


1,380 
i+,110 


35 
lOk 


0.2k 
.2h 


333 
668 


January  : 

2,759 
2,674 

2,759 

February  : 

5,432 

March  : 

3,031 

8,464 
8,867 

April  : 

kok 

May  : 

269 

9,136 

June  ^ 

July 

4.059 

13,195 
16,245 

August 

3,050 

September 

2,399 
314 

18,644 
18,958 

October 

November 

90 

19,048 

December 

(c)  Monthly  purchases  of  dried  egg  solids  for  school  lunches 
and  other  eligible  outlets  4/ 

2,800 
2,719 
3,161 
427 
284 

4,625 
3,483 
2,74l 
358 
102 

no  piirchases 

(d)  Weekly  purchases  of  dried  whole  egg 
for  distribution  to  needy 


272 

272 

1.03 

264 

536 

1.03 

215 

751 

1.06 

124 

874 

1.06 

27 

901 

no  purchases 

1.06 

400 

1,302 
1,603 

l.l4 

301 

1.14 

237 

1,864 

1.14 

31 

1,896 

1.14 

9 

1,905 

l.l4 

422 
1,615 
2,584 
3,726 
4,596 
6,136 
7,403 


1/  Rotmded  to  the  nearest  cent. 

2/  Surpl\is  removal  program  began  with  week  ending  April  23- 
3/  Program  began  June  18  and  ended  as  of  July  16. 
4/  Some  purchases  in  2-^  cans  and  others  in  10  pound  cans . 
^  Program  ended  May  19,  I960  and  began  again  July  1,  i960. 


Thousand 
dollars 


333 
1,001 


2,800 
5,519 

7,779 
9,107 
9,391 

l4,0l6 
17,499 
20,240 

20,598 
20,700 


42 

42 

1 

37 

575 

575 

119 

161 

1 

37 

1,631 

2,206 

97 

258 

1 

37 

1,324 

3,530 

114 

373 

1 

37 

3,760 

5,084 

87 

460 

1 

30 

1,126 

6,210 

154 

6l4 

1 

20 

1,831 

8,04l 

127 

740 

1 

20 

1,496 

9,537 

2k 
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Table  15  . — Broilers:    Price  per  po\ind,  selected 


,  Jarwary  1955  to  date 


Year 

:  Jan.  : 

Feb.  : 

Mar.  : 

Apr.  : 

May  : 

June:  : 

July  : 

Aug.  : 

Sept. : 

Oct.  : 

Nov.  : 

Dec.  : 

Annual 
weighted 
average 

•  Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

(a)  U.  S.  mid-month  average  price  received  by  farmers,  live 


:  2k.k 

23.k 

29.7 

28.k 

:  20.6 

21.  U 

21.9 

20.8 

:  18.0 

19,5 

19.5 

18.8 

:  19.9 

20. h 

21.4 

19.4 

:  17.0 

16.8 

16.9 

16.3 

:  17.1 

17.7 

18.1 

17.7 

:  16.5 

17.6 

(b)  Del 

27.0 

21.1 
19.3 
20.3 
15.8 
17.8 


27.2 
20.2 
20.7 
21.1 
15.8 
17.6 


26.5 
21.k 
21.k 
J.9.3 
16.1 
17.9 


26.9 
19.6 
20.7 
17.6 
15.6 
16.6 


25.2 
18.2 
18.1 
16.3 
15.'^ 
16.1 


22.0 

21. S 

19.'+ 

25.2 

17.2 

16.8 

16. £ 

19.6 

17.0 

16.9 

16.4 

18.9 

15.8 

15.8 

15.1 

18.5 

l'+.9 

ik.Q 

17.4 

16.1 

16.0 

15.8 

15.8 

(b)  Del-Mar- Va,  average  price,  live  l/ 


25.2 
21.2 
18.0 
18.6 
17.3 
17.0 
17.4 


26.4 
22.7 
20.6 
21.0 
16.9 
18.2 
19.3 


22.0  23.7 

21.3  21.1 

17.0  19.7 

17.1  19.0 
14.6  15.1 


30.0 
23.1 
21.8 
22.2 
16.9 
20.0 
17.5 


2b. 1 
21.0 
19.7 
21.0 
15.5 


31.7 
20.4 
20.2 
19.3 
17.0 
18.1 


25.2 

28.0 

27.9 

27.8 

26.9 

20.7 

18.7 

19.5 

21.1 

19.0 

23.2 

19.7 

18.5 

17.9 

16.7 

17.4 

19.3 

21.8 

22.3 

22.0 

19.1 

17.2 

16.7 

16.0 

21.8 

22.2 

20.2 

18.6 

16.3 

15.8 

16.9 

15.0 

17.2 

16.2 

17.7 

16.4 

16.9 

15.2 

15.0 

19.9 

17.6 

18.2 

20.1 

18.0 

17. 0 

15.9 

17.8 

15.8 

(c)  North  Georgia,  price  at  farm,  live  l/ 


29.9 
19.6 
19.0 
19.2 
15.8 


26.0 
20.0 
17.5 
20.0 
l4.9 


26.9 
18.2 

20.0 
20.0 
14.5 


24.3 
21.5 
20.0 
19.8 
15.5 


26.0 
18.7 
20.0 
17.0 
14.6 


25.0 
16.5 
17.5 
15.6 
14.4 


21.0 
16.0 
15.7 
15.2 
13.8 


21.1 
16.3 
15.4 
16.1 
14.0 


18.7 
15.1 
16.1 
14.2 
16.2 


15.6  17.3  18.3  17.5  17.3  16.8  17.2  16.7  15.4  14.7  14. 9  l4.6 
15.4     16.7  15.5 


(d)  San  Joaquin  Valley  of  California,  monthly  average  prices  paid  at  ranch,  live  2/ 


25.2 
21.0 
21.0 
20.8 
18.6 
18.0 
17.5 


38.7 
34.0 
29.5 
32.8 
29.2 
28.8 
27.9 


26.4 
21.3 
20.3 
20.9 
18.5 
18.7 
18. 


31.5 
21.6 
22.2 
23.9 
18.8 
20.4 


30.0 
21.6 
20.3 
21.0 
16.9 
20.2 


29.5 
21.9 
20.6 
21.2 
18.0 
19.0 


29.5 
22.6 
22.0 
22.0 
18.6 
18.9 


28.1 
23.9 
22.0 
20.5 
18.8 
19.3 


29.0 
21.8 
22.4 
19.1 
18.8 
18.5 


27.4 
20.6 
19.9 
16.3 
16.7 
17.5 


22.4 
18.3 
16.5 
15.9 
15.0 
16.8 


21.2 
16.5- 
17.1 
17.3 
16.0 
16.8 


19.8 
19.5 
17.0 
15.5 
17.4 
16.7 


(e)  Chicago,  ready-to-cook  (ice-packed),  monthly  average  price  3/ 


40.0 
34.8 
31.9 
32.7 
28.7 
29.9 
29/ 


45.9 
35.3 
31.5 
34.5 
28.7 
30.5 


44.7 
33.6 
30.9 
31.8 
27.9 
29.3 


43.1 
34.1 
31.2 

32.7 
27.1 
29.2 


42.9 
32.3 
33.6 
33.8 
26.9 
29.2 


41.5 
34.5 
34.2 
31.7 
27.3 
29.6 


42.3 
32.2 
33.3 
29.3 
26.6 
28.2 


39.3 
30.3 
29.6 
27.4 
26.4 
27.0 


34.8 
28.7 
27.9 
26.4 
25.8 
26.8 


34.0 
28.3 
27.9 
26.6 
25.1 
26.5 


32.0 
26.8 
27.4 
25.3 
28.9 
26.1 


(f)  New  York,  ready-to-cook  (ice-packed),  wholesale- lots,  monthly  average  price  4/ 


43.8 
35.8 
32.7 
34.8 
30.9 
30.8 
29.9 


43.7 
37.4 
33.9 
35.2 
30.3 
30.8 
31.0 


48.3 
37.6 
33.9 
36.2 
29.5 
31.8 


46.7 
35.4 
32.8 
33.4 
29.0 
29.9 


44.2 
36.1 
33.7 
34.4 
28.2 
30.8 


45.2 
35.2 
35.7 
35.5 
28.6 
30.7 


44.6 
38.4 
37.4 
33.0 
29.3 
31.7 


45.2 
34.5 
32.8 
30.9 
28.1 
29.9 


43.0 
33.2 
32.5 
28.8 
28.5 
28.6 


36.6 
31.6 
30.5 
28.0 
27.4 
27.9 


36.3 
30.8 
30.0 
27.8 
27.2 
28.0 


36.3 
30.3 
29.5 
26.9 
30.8 
26.6 


1/  First  full  week  of  month. 
2/  2h  pounds  and  over. 
3/  l|-  -  3i  pounds. 

S/  2-3  pounds  prior  to  1959;  1959,  2-3^  pounds  ("mostiy"  price). 
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Table  I7. --United  States  exports  of  poultry,  I956-60 


Item 

1956 

;  1957 

;  1958 

;  1959 

!  i960 

'.prelimi- 
.  nary 

1,000 
lb. 

1,000 
lb. 

1,000 
lb. 

1,000 
lb. 

1,000 
lb. 

Fresh  or  frozen  poultry 
Broilers  and  fryers 
Fowl  and  roasters 
Turkeys 
Other  poultry 

(  ok  c;nA 

|iT,26t 

^  oA  )i  vo 
[11,162 

23,737 
13,304 
5,209 
6,226 

70,371 
27, 9^2 
12,010 
5,726 

93,014 
40,639 
24,144 
5,960 

Total 

41,774 

39,634 

48,474 

116,049 

163,757 

Canned  poultry 

2,765 

2,191 

2,946 

9,691 

12,787 

Table  17a. — Chickens  tested  for  broiler  hatching  egg 
production,  I958-6I 


1959 

i960 

1961 

•  Num- 

Eight 

•  ber 

As  a  percent- 

months 

in 

Num- 

As a  per- 

Num- 

As a  per- 

Num- 

age of  - 

ending: 

1958 

ber 

centage 

ber 

centage 

ber 

of  1958 

of  1959 

i960     :  1959 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

Pet.  Pet. 

January 

15.7 

18.6 

119 

17.8 

95 

18.0 

101  97 

February 

15.7 

19-7 

126 

17.9 

91 

March 

16.0 

20.4 

128 

18.1 

89 

April 

16.1 

20.7 

129 

18.0 

87 

May 

15.3 

19.7 

129 

16.9 

86 

J\ine 

13.9 

18.2 

131 

15.5 

85 

July 

13.3 

16.8 

126 

14.1 

84 

August 

12.7 

15.9 

126 

13.6 

85 

September 

13.3 

15.7 

118 

13.6 

87 

October 

15.1 

16.2 

107 

14.6 

90 

November 

16.5 

16.6 

100 

15.7 

95 

December 

17.6 

17.1 

97 

16.5 

97 
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Table  18  .—Pullet  chick  placements  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks: 
Sales  as  reported  by  leading  breeders,  I957  to  date  l/ 


Actual  numbers 

Percentage  of 

Total  sales 

preceding  year. 

including  exports 

domestic  sales 

1957    :  1958 

1958  : 

1959 

i960  : 

1961 

1959 

:    i960  : 

1961 

Million  Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Percent      Percent  Percent 

January 

1.9  2.0 

1.8 

1.9 

1.5 

1.9 

102 

79 

125 

February 

2.0  2.3 

2.2 

2.3 

1.9 

2.h 

IOI+ 

86 

122 

March 

2.5  3.1 

3.0 

3.2 

2.7 

107 

83 

April 

3.0  3.3 

3.2 

3.6 

3.2 

110 

90 

May 

2.9  3.6 

3.5 

2.9 

3.5 

81 

123 

June 

2.1  3.k 

3.2 

2.k 

3.3 

Ih 

138. 

July 

1.7  3.1 

2.9 

2.3 

2.1 

79 

93 

August 

i.h  2.7 

2.5 

1.7 

2.1 

69 

122 

September 

1.9  2.7 

2.5 

1.5 

2.h 

58 

164 

October 

2.3  2.6 

2.5 

2.0 

2.6 

81 

128 

November 

1.9  2.2 

2.0 

1.7 

2.0 

83 

115 

December 

2.2  2.2 

2.0 

1.6 

1.6 

80 

103 

Total 

25.9  33-1 

26.9 

29.0 

86 

107 

Cumulation  of  domestic  sales  relevant  to  breeder 

flock  of  given  month  2/ 

Percentage  of 

Actual  number 

preceding  year 

1959 

i960 

1961 

i960 

:  1961 

Million 

Million 

Million 

Percent  Percent 

January 

22.k 

20.2 

20.k 

90 

101 

February 

23.1 

19.8 

21.3 

86 

108 

March 

23. k 

19.5 

21.9 

83 

112 

April 

22. h 

18.0 

21.2 

80 
76 

118 

May 

21.2 

16.0 

19.6 

122 

June 

19.6 

lh.6 

18.0 

75 

123 

July 

18.6 

Ik.  2 

17.0 

76 

120 

Axigust 

18.9 

lk.6 

77 

September 

20.0 

16.1 

81 

October 

20.3 

18.2 

89 

November 

20.2 

19.5 

96 

December 

20.5 

19.9 

97 

1/  Includes  expected  piaiet  replacements  from  eggs  during  the  preceding  month  at  the  rate  of 
12^  pullet  chicks  per  case  of  eggs.    Data  as  reported  by  the  leading  primary  breeders  of  broiler 


replacement  stock. 

2/  Totals  obtained  from  unroxinded  data;  sums  of  domestic  chick  sales  5-12  months  previously. 
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Table  20. --Turkeys :     Indicators  of  size  of  crop,  I961 


MARCH  1961 


Volume 

current  season,  a 

;  a  percentag 

;e  of  year  before 

Heavy- type  turkeys 

Item 

White- 

Beltsville-  : 

:      Bronze  : 

All  heavy 

type          :  All  turkeys 

teatnerea    .      turkeys  : 
turkeys 

turkeys 

turkeys  ' 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percen't 

Hs- "tellings ^  Sept,  X—M9.r»  1 

140 

Eggs  in  incuba,"tors  ^  Mstr.  1 

158 

110 

120 

100 

118 

Bp6ed.ers  "test-Gd.^  July  1  "to 

Feb  .  1 

167 

127 

138 

106 

135 

Intentions  (Oct.  l)  on 

size  of  Jan.  1  breeder 

flock 

ikS 

119 

126 

100 

123 

Actual  size  of  later 

breeding  flock  Jan.  1 

130 

lOh 

127 

Intentions  to  raise 

turkeys,  I961 

117 

122 

105 

120 

Table  21 .- -Turkeys :     Composition  of  storage  stocks,  available  data,  September  30,  19>6  to  date 


Date  of  reported  holdings 

Item 

Unit 

September  30 

:                          January  31 

1956 

1957 

1958  ': 

1959:  1956  :"  1957  i  1958  !l9^5^ 

196Q  :  1961 

(a) 

Percentc 

ige  breakdown  of  reported  holdings  2/  3/ 

Class  of  turkey: 
Eviscerated 
Toms 
Hens 

Broiler-fryer  type 

Pet. 
Pet. 
Pet. 

33 
10 

60 
33 
6 

45 
k8 
6 

i+2      Jk        79      8k  69 
52        17          16        11  25 
6541+5 

83  79 
12  17 
3  4 

N.  Y.  dressed 
Toms 
Hens 

Pet. 
Pet. 

1 

1 

V 

y 

V 

5/ 

4/3  114/ 
5/        1        4/       4/  5/ 

1  V 
4/  5/ 

Size  of 

reported  sample  and  total  U.  S 

holdings 

Size  of  sample  on  which 
percentages  are  based 

Mil . lb . 

59 

97 

103 

80       70       108      115  96 

81  115 

U.  S.  cold  storage 
holdings 

Mil . lb . 

98 

lh9 

161 

134        96       170      179  160 

142  170 

1/  A  U.S.D.A.  survey  on  this  date  gave  the  following  distribution  by  weight  classes  among  a 
sample  of  30  million  pounds:     8  Xb.  and  under,  l4  pet;  over  8  but  less  than  16  lb.,  35  pct;  over 
16  but  less  than  22  lb.,  16  pet.;  over  22  lb.,  35  pct.    A  similar  breakdown  for  a  small  sample 
was  reported  for  March  1. 

2/  May  not  add  to  100  due  to  rounding. 

3/  Based  on  sample. 

5/  Less  than  0.5  pet. 
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Table  22. —Turkey  breeders:    Testings,  intentions,  January  1  numbers,  and  subsequent 
n\mibers  of  turkeys  raised;  available  data,  by  breed  types, 
selected  years  195O-61 


Turkeys  tested 

Breeders 

under  NPIP 

Inten- 

on 

farms. 

Intentions 

Turkeys  raised 

tions 

Jan.  1 

to  raise 

Year  ; 

to  keep 

As 

As  a  per 

turkeys  as 

As 

As  a  per- 

12 months 

*  8  mon'tlis 

breeders. 

centage  of 

a  percentage 

centage  of 

Per 

ending 

•  ending 

Jan.  1 

re- 

previous 

of  previoxis 

re- 

previous 

Jan.  I 

July  1 

:  Mar.  1 

1/ 

ported 

year 

year 

ported 

year 

breeder 

Million 

Million 

Percent 

Million 

Percent 

Percent 

Million 

Percent 

Number 

(a) 

All  turkeys 

1950 

3.3 

104 

101 

44.4 

106 

13.6 

1951  : 

3.2 

98 

101 

53.3 

120 

16.7 

1952  : 

^  v 
J-  1 

111 

62.3 

117 

16.9 

1953  : 

2.7 

2.0 

3.2 

86 

92 

59.8 

18.9 

195*^  • 

3.0 

2.8 

3.1 

98 

107 

67.7 

113 

21.9 

1955  : 

2.9 

2.7 

3.0 

97 

96 

65.6 

97 

20.6 

1956 

3.1 

2.9 

112 

3.2 

107 

106 

76.7 

117 

24.2 

1957 

3.8 

3.6 

Ylh 

3.6 

114 

110 

81.2 

106 

22.5 

1958 

3.5 

3.2 

95 

3-3 

93 

101 

78.3 

97 

23.5 

1959 

k.O 

3.6 

111 

3.7 

107 

105 

82.1 

105 

22.4 

i960 

3.5 

3.1 

57 

3.3 

92 

106 

82.3 

100 

24.8 

1961 

2/(139) 

123 

4.2 

127 

120 

1-9 
2.6 
2.5 
2.4 

2.1 


(b)  Light-breed  turkeys 


1955 

0.6 

0.5 

0.5 

81 

1956 

.5 

.4 

107 

.5 

86 

1957 

.5 

.4 

97 

.5 

105 

1958 

.5 

.4 

87 

.4 

94 

1959 

.6 

.5 

138 

.6 

134 

i960 

.4 

84 

.4 

70 

1961 

2/(104) 

100 

.4 

104 

(c)  Heavy-breed  turkeys 


1955 

2.4 

2.3 

2.5 

102 

1956 

2.7 

2.5 

113 

2.8 

112 

1957 

3.3 

3.2 

116 

3-1 

115 

1958 

3.0 

2.9 

2.9 

93 

1959 

3.4 

3.1 

107 

3-1 

103 

i960 

3.1 

2.8 

98 

2.9 

97 

1961 

2/  (142) 

126 

3.8 

130 

(d)  Light-feathered  heavy-breed  turkeys 


1956 

:  0.8 

0.7 

3/ 

1957 

:  .7 

.7 

120 

1958 

:  .6 

.5 

78 

1959 

:  .9 

.8 

125 

i960 

:  1.0 

.8 

122 

1961 

2/(180) 

146 

(e)  Other  heavy-breed  turkeys 


1-9 
2.5 
2.4 
2.3 

2.0 

2/(130) 


3/ 

115 

100 
104 

91 
119 


15.8 

l4.9 
13.9 
18.6 
21.8 


47.4 
52.9 
52.2 
46.0 
50.8 


94 
125 
117 


112 
99 
92 

106 


89 

16.8 

88 

31.5 

84 

13.7 

82 

29.5 

97 

13.4 

98 

27.9 

89 

12.2 

91 

26.4 

116 

15.5 

127 

26.3 

82 

9.8 

63 

23-1 

100 

48.8 

101 

19.7 

114 

63.2 

130 

23.3 

113 

67.8 

107 

21.7 

103 

66.1 

97 

23.0 

103 

66.6 

101 

21.7 

112 

72.6 

109 

25-0 

— T/ — Intentions  as  of  preceding  uctooer.  2/ 
earlier  data.  3/  Breakdown  not  available. 


Percentage  that  data  since  duly  1  are  of  comparable  year- 
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Table  23 — Turkeys:    Number  raised,  1953-60,  United  States,  and 
intentions  to  raise  turkeys,  by  divisions  I96I 


Heavy  breeds 

Year  and  division 

White  ' 

Other  * 

Total 

;  Light  ; 

.  breeds  '. 

All 
turkeys 

1/  • 

1/  * 

2/ 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Number  raised 

1953 

4J  .4- 

Id  .4 

59.0 

195^ 

1^.5 

19.2 

67.7 

1955 

1+8.8 

16.8 

65.6 

1956 

15.8 

k'J.2 

63.2 

13.7 

76.7 

1957 

li^.9 

52.9 

67.8 

13. 

81. ^ 

1958 

13.9 

52.2 

66.1 

12.2 

78.3 

1959:    U.  S.  total 

18.6 

U8.0 

66.6 

15.5 

82.1 

North  Atlantic 

1.7 

1.1 

2.0 

.1 

3-0 

East  North  Central 

U.8 

5.0 

9.8 

2.2 

12.1 

West  North  Central 

8.7 

16.1 

2U.8 

3.7 

28. U 

South  Atlantic 

1.1 

3.8 

U.9 

6.8 

11.8 

South  Central 

1.2 

5.1 

6.3 

l.h 

7.7 

Western 

1.1 

16.9 

18.0 

1.3 

19.2 

i960  3/:    U.  S.  total 

21.8 

50.8 

72.6 

59.8 

82.3 

north  Atlantic 

1.6 

1.0 

0 . 2 

0  A 

East  North  Central 

5.6 

h.Q 

10. i+ 

1.3 

11.7 

West  North  Central 

9.5 

17.6 

27.1 

3.1 

30.2 

South  Atlantic 

1.7 

3.2 

h.9 

3.8 

8.7 

South  Central 

1.7 

5.9 

.5 

8.1 

Western 

1.6 

iQ.k 

20.0 

.8 

20.8 

Intentions  to  raise  tiirkeys. 

1961  hj:    U.  S.  total 

29.0 

59.8 

88.8 

10.2 

99.0 

North  Atlantic 

1.8 

1.0 

2.8 

.2 

3.1 

East  North  Central 

7.3 

5.5 

12.8 

1.3 

lh.2 

West  North  Central 

12.7 

20.5 

33.2 

3.5 

36.7 

South  Atlantic 

2.h 

3.8 

6.2 

i^.3 

10.6 

South  Central 

2.2 

6.8 

9.0 

.5 

Western 

2.6 

22.2 

2i+.8 

.k 

25.1 

1/  Derived. 

2/  Totals  may  not  add  due  to  rounding. 

3/  Preliminary. 

5/  As  of  January,  I96I. 
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Table  2Jt. —Turkeys  raised  and  related  data.  United  States  I95O-6I 


Absolute  numbers 

Change  from  preceding  year 

Nijmber 

Percent 

Year  ; 

Turkeys 
raised 

Turkey- 
feed 
price 
ratio 
1/ 

Breeder 
hens  on 
farms, 
Jan.  1 

Turkeys 
raised 

Turkey- 
feed 
price 
ratio 
1/ 

Breeder 
hens  on 
farms, 
Jan.  1 

2/ 

Turkeys 
raised 
2/ 

Turkey - 
feed 
price 
ratio 
1/ 

Farmers ' 
inten- 
tions 

to  raise 
turkeys 

Breeder 
hens  on 

farms 
Jan.  1 

2/ 

Millions    Pounds      Millions    Millions    Pounds      Millions    Percent     Percent     Percent  Percent 


All  turkeys 


1950  : 

kk 

10.2 

3.3 

3 

-2.9 

0.1 

8 

-22 

1 

k 

1951  : 

53 

9.0 

3.2 

9 

-1.2 

.1 

20 

-12 

1 

-2 

1952 

62 

9.2 

3.7 

9 

.2 

.5 

17 

2 

11 

15 

1953 

60 

8.2 

3.2 

-3 

-1.0 

-.5 

-k 

-11 

-8 

-Ih 

195'+ 

68 

9.1 

3-1 

8 

■9 

-.1 

13 

11 

7 

-2 

1955 

66 

7.5 

3.0 

-2 

-1.6 

-.1 

-3 

-18 

-k 

-3 

1956  : 

77 

9.0 

3.2 

11 

1.5 

.2 

17 

20 

6 

6 

1957 

81 

7.5 

3.6 

k 

-1.5 

.4 

6 

-17 

10 

13 

1958 

78 

7.0 

3.3 

-3 

-.5 

-.3 

-k 

-7 

1 

-7 

1959 

82 

7.0 

3.7 

k 

0 

.3 

5 

0 

5 

10 

i960  4/ 

82 

7.9 

3.3 

3/ 

.9 

-.3 

3/ 

13 

6 

-8 

1961  %/ 

1+.2 

.9 

27 

b. 

Heavy-breed  turkeys 

43 

2.7 

5/-1 

5/-2 

-3 

49 

2.4 

5 

-.3 

12 

6 

-9 

49 

2.5 

3/ 

3/ 

1 

0 

2 

63 

2.7 

14 

.2 

29 

14 

10 

68 

3.1 

5 

.4 

8 

13 

15 

66 

2.9 

-2 

-.3 

-3 

3 

-8 

67 

3.1 

3/ 

.2 

1 

3 

7 

73 

2.9 

6 

-.2 

9 

12 

-5 

3.8 

.9 

30 

c. 

Light-breed  turkeys 

0.5 

5/-2 

5/-9 

.7 

3 

.2 

17 

.5 

-2 

-.1 

-12 

.5 

-3 

-.1 

-19 

.5 

3/ 

-2 

.5 

-1 

!^ 

-8 

.6 

3 

.1 

27 

.4 

-6 

-.2 

-63 

.4. 

3/ 

40 
-19 
-13 

3 

-3 

28 


1/  Weighted  average  of  monthly  ratios  as  follows: 
November,  4;  preceding  December,  3;  Janmry,  1. 
2/  Computed  from  unrounded  data. 
3/  Change  smaller  than  0.5. 
5/  Preliminary. 
5/  Derived. 


1950  to  date,  preceding  October,  2;  preceding 
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Table  25. — Turkey  poialts:    Monthly  hatchings  in  conmercial  hatcheries,  available  data,  and 
calendar  year  totals  of  turkeys  raised.  United  States,  September  1953  to  date 


Number 

Year 

Sept. 

Oct. 

\  Nov. 

;  Dec.  ; 

Jan. 

:  Feb. 

:  Mar. 

Apr. 

May  1 

June  [ 

July : 

Aug. ; 

raised 

1/ 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

(a 

)  All  turkeys 

1953-51+ 

0.5 

0.1+ 

0.7 

1.7 

3.0 

5.0 

11.2 

16.2 

16.7 

10.8 

3.9 

1.4 

67.7 

195li_55 

.7 

.7 

1.2 

2.2 

2.6 

3.8 

8.9 

14.6 

17.2 

11.6 

I+.3 

1.5 

65.6 

1955-56 

:  .6 

.5 

.9 

1.9 

2.9 

5.7 

12.4 

17.8 

19.6 

13-h 

5.3 

1.8 

76.7 

1956-57 

.7 

.7 

1.5 

3.1 

i+.3 

6.7 

13.2 

18.8 

20.0 

13.2 

4.8 

1.6 

81.2 

1957-58 

.6 ; 

.5 

1.0 

2.1 

3.3 

5.6 

12.1 

17-3 

19.3 

14.1 

6.5 

2.0 

78.3 

1958-59 

1.1 

1.2 

1.8 

2.8 

l+.O 

5.9 

13.0 

18.1 

19.3 

13.8 

6.2 

2.2 

82.1 

1959-60 

1.2 

1.3 

1.9 

2.7 

3.8 

7.8 

IU.9 

17.7 

17.7 

13.2 

6.7 

2.4 

2/82.3 

1960-61 

1.6 

1.9 

2.6 

h.k 

6.2 

10.1 

(b)  Light-breed  turkeys 

1953-51+ 

O.h 

0.i+ 

0.7 

1.3 

1.8 

1.7 

1.8 

2.3 

3.3 

3.0 

2.4 

1-3 

19.2 

195l)._55 

.7 

.7 

1.0 

1.7 

l.k 

1.1 

1.1 

1.8 

2.4 

2.6 

2.2 

1.2 

16.8 

1955-56 

.k 

.3 

.5 

.9 

.9 

.8 

1.0 

1.6 

2.4 

2.5 

2.2 

1.1 

13.7 

1956-57 

.k 

.3 

.7 

1.1 

1.0 

.8 

1.1 

1.6 

2.4 

2.3 

1.9 

.9 

13.1+ 

1957-58 

.2 

.2 

.3 

.6 

.8 

1.0 

1.1 

1.6 

2.2 

2.1 

2.0 

1.1 

12.2 

1958-59 

.5 

.5 

.7 

1.1 

1.5 

l.h 

1.8 

1.9 

2.4 

2.2 

1.9 

1.1 

2/15.5 

1959-60 

.k 

.3 

.4 

.6 

.6 

.8 

1.0 

1.1 

1.6 

1.7 

1.6 

1.1 

2/  9.8 

1960-61 

.6 

•5 

.6 

.8 

(c 

.9 

.8 

)  All 

heavy-breed  turkeys 

1953-51+ 

3/ 

0.1 

0.3 

1.2 

3.1+ 

9.1+ 

13.9 

13.4 

7.7 

1.4 

0.1 

48.5 

2/ 

.1 

.2 

.5 

1.2 

2.7 

7.8 

12.8 

14.8 

9.0 

2.1 

.3 

48.8 

1955-56 

.1 

.2 

.1+ 

2.0 

2.0 

I+.9 

11.4 

16.3 

17.2 

11.0 

3.1 

.7 

63.2 

1956-57 

.3 

.4 

j8 

2.0 

3.3 

5.8 

12.1 

17.2 

17.6 

11.0 

2.9 

.7 

67.9 

1957-58 

.3 

.4 

.7 

1.5 

2.5 

k.6 

10.9 

15.8 

17.2 

11.9 

I+.5 

.9 

66.1 

1958-59 

.5 

.7 

1.1 

1.7 

2.1+ 

h.5 

11.3 

16.1 

16.8 

11.6 

I+.3 

1.1 

2/66.6 

1959-60 

.8 

1.0 

1.6 

2.1 

3.2 

6.9 

13.9 

16.6 

16.1 

11.5 

5.0 

1.7 

2/72.6 

1960-61 

1.0 

l.k 

2.0 

3.5 

5.3 

9.3 

(d)  Light-feathered 

heavy-breed  turkeys 

1955-56 

V 

V 

0.9 

1.2 

1.9 

3.0 

3.7 

2.8 

1.6 

0.7 

15.8 

1956-57 

.3 

.6 

.9 

1.1 

1.1 

1.6 

2.5 

3.3 

2.6 

1.3 

.6 

14.9 

1957-58 

.3 

.3 

.5 

.7 

.8 

.9 

1.3 

2.2 

3.0 

2.4 

1.6 

.8 

13.9 

1958-59 

.5 

.6 

.8 

1.1 

1.1 

1.1 

2.0 

2.8 

3.7 

3.1 

2.1 

1.0 

2/18.0 

1959-60 

.8 

.9 

1.2 

1.2 

1.2 

1.5 

2.6 

3.1+ 

3.8 

3.1+ 

2.3 

1.3 

2/21.8 

1960-61 

.9 

1.1 

1.3 

1.9 

2.2 

2.5 

(e) 

Other 

heavy 

-breed  turkeys 

1955-56 

^/ 

y 

1.1 

3.8 

9.5 

13.3 

13.5 

8.2 

1.5 

3/ 

47.4 

1956-57 

.2 

1.1 

2.2 

1+.7 

10.4 

l4.7 

1I+.3 

8.4 

1.6 

.1 

52.9 

1957-58 

.1 

.2 

.8 

1.7 

3.7 

9.6 

13.5 

14.1 

9.5 

2.9 

.1 

52.2 

1956-59 

.1 

.3 

.6 

1.3 

3.5 

9.3 

13.3 

13.2 

8.5 

2.2 

.1 

2/48.6 

1959-60 

.1 

.k 

.9 

1.9 

5.1+ 

11.3 

13.2 

12.3 

8.1 

2.7 

.4 

2/50.8 

1960-61 

.1 

.3 

.7 

1.6 

3.1 

6.8 

1/  In  calendar  year  beginning  January. 

2/  Preliminary. 

3/  Less  than  O.O5  million. 

5/  Reported  series  began  January  1956. 


Table  £6.— Turkeys:    Operations  of  turkey  hataherles.  United  States  and  Important  reporting  States, 
January  i960  to  date,  with  comparisons 


United  States 

reporting  States  1/ 

Year 
and 
month 

Poults  produced 
during  the  month 

Eggs  in 
incubators 

Weekly  egg  settings  in  preceding 
month,  percentage  of  last  year 

Weekly  hatchings,  given  month, 
percentage  of  last  year 

.              •  Percent- 

f  -    ■■    age  of 
P°'-t^<l     :  last  year 

"beginning 
of  month, 
percentage 
of  last  year 

First  :  Second:  Third  :  Fourth  :  Fifth 
week    ;    week  :  week    :    week    ;  week 

First  :  Second:  Third  :  Fourth  :  Fifth 
week    :    week  :  week    :    week    :  week 

Thou.  Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet.         Pet.      Pet.         Pet.  Pet. 

Pet.          Pet.      Pet.          Pet.  Pet. 

1960-61 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aligns  t 

September 

October 

November 

December 

January 


10,900 
12,7'*9 
11,918 
7,901 
2,607 
398 
90 


1960-61 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 

July 

September 
October 
November 
December 

January 

1960-61 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 

September 
October 
November 
December 

January 


5'^5 
781 
958 
1,063 
1,551 
1,613 
1,556 
1,121* 
629 
1+42 
560 
746 


3,655 
7,670 
14,4^ 
17,121 
17,214 
12,798 
6,408 
2,810 
1,619 
1,756 
2,471 
4,274 

6,200 


White-feathered  heavy  turkeys 


January 

1,181 

104 

106 

120 

130 

126 

109 

February 

1,52** 

139 

136 

122 

124 

169 

114 

March 

2,640 

131* 

129 

112 

15lt 

125 

132 

April 

3,309 

117 

112 

101 

117 

112 

103 

May 

3,745 

102 

103 

120 

96 

108 

98 

June 

3,284 

107 

111 

106 

94 

115 

112 

July 

2,245 

109 

115 

111 

117 

105 

117 

August 

1,288 

128 

127 

135 

126 

114 

118 

September 

900 

117 

111 

121 

106 

119 

117 

October 

1,032 

120 

128 

127 

151+ 

141 

98 

November 

1,270 

107 

106 

105 

100 

110 

101 

December 

1,91't 

155 

151 

130 

166 

138 

186 

January 

2,209 

187 

177 

l4l 

151 

152 

173 

124 

133 

119 

100 

114 

116 

157 

124 

166 

123 

169 

130 

130 

104 

127 

115 

103 

128 

107 

107 

111 

91 

110 

101 

122 

112 

106 

108 

100 

122 

123 

131 

117 

123 

105 

130 

115 

124 

115 

125 

li»5 

136 

98 

99 

94 

107 

98 

102 

121 

161 

137 

206 

142 

178 

150 

195 

164 

Other  heavy-breed  turkeys 


156 

l4o 

125 

130 

133 

148 

119 

118 

105 

98 

94 

102 

96 

92 

91 

94 

98 

112 

125 

168 

252 

3/ 

3/ 

500 

0 

290 

163 

1 

103 

122 

176 

167 

188 

164 

198 

11*3 

179 

172 

144 

li«6 

13s 

146 

116 

122 

119 

100 

102 

93 

94 

92 

92 

96 

91 

94 

126 

139 

159 

i 

3/ 

1 

0 

0 

222 

106 

118 

131 

148 

216 

142 

167 

207 

150 

Total,  heavy -breed  turkeys 


Light-breed  turkeys 


January 

3,110 

128 

128 

142 

141 

131 

117 

146 

150 

131 

122 

132 

February 

151 

143 

124 

128 

l42 

140 

137 

137 

l4l 

11*3 

March 

13!  51*0 

120 

117 

118 

126 

119 

109 

117 

71 

121 

110 

April 

16,058 

100 

98 

99 

102 

97 

102 

94 

101 

107 

97 

104 

96 

May 

15,663 

93 

93 

91 

96 

95 

93 

96 

95 

96 

96 

June 

11,185 

96 

100 

97 

94 

102 

112 

99 

94 

101 

110 

July 

4,852 

113 

123 

126 

122 

135 

162 

119 

124 

122 

156 

155 

1,686 

155 

155 

174 

165 

146 

150 

130 

165 

147 

155 

115 

September 

990 

121 

116 

130 

111 

123 

120 

136 

117 

128 

118 

October 

1,314 

131* 

138 

l't5 

160 

142 

110 

139 

153 

l4l 

113 

119 

November 

1,911 

122 

122 

123 

100 

112 

108 

105 

97 

109 

105 

112 

December 

3,528 

168 

158 

137 

169 

149 

187 

129 

179 

139 

213 

150 

January 

5,274 

170 

178 

139 

157 

171 

151* 

l40 

173 

179 

165 

140 

36 

51* 

31 

27 

2/ 

66 

39 

32 

28 

55 

35 

30 

57 

Jz 

69 

31* 

62 

58 

70 

52 

63 

48 

53 

1*7 

67 

59 

51* 

59 

54 

4o 

65 

51* 

51* 

661 

1*3 

69 

56 

56 

59 

44 

49 

62 

65 

56 

64 

67 

70 

71* 

65 

76 

85 

86 

66 

71 

91 

84 

81 

85 

71 

80 

82 

86 

87 

90 

86 

91 

87 

90 

53 

122 

122 

99 

72 

146 

146 

11*5 

115 

178 

186 

219 

146 

198 

217 

225 

117 

110 

174 

116 

125 

123 

249 

141 

133 

150 

315 

122 

173 

122 

236 

130 

182 

116 

216 

122 

150 

117 

118 

138 

179 

123 

118 

144 

156 

95 

185 

178 

156 

120 

170 

183 

190 

134 

Total  turkeys 

94 

108 

93 

86 

73 

113 

99 

87 

86 

124 

57 

1*3 

47 

44 

129 

106 

119 

121 

129 

108 

109 

59 

110 

100 

109 

118 

111 

102 

93 

91 

95 

92 

95 

85 

94 

102 

92 

97 

83 

84 

89 

90 

89 

90 

90 

92 

92 

97 

92 

91 

100 

108 

94 

90 

99 

105 

111 

118 

108 

117 

128 

111 

112 

111 

124 

125 

129 

128 

97 

136 

126 

132 

107 

151 

128 

125 

123 

132 

142 

145 

l4o 

142 

153 

142 

133 

132 

164 

136 

113 

131* 

174 

l4l 

117 

127 

144 

105 

123 

112 

123 

104 

122 

108 

127 

151 

140 

158 

l42 

177 

138 

166 

135 

196 

'  1/  Through  December, 
meaningful  percentage! 


5  States;  thereafter,  10  States.    2/  Data  not  published,  or  data  are  based  on  too  few  reports  to  compute 
;    Subsequent  entries  under  totals  for  heavy  turkeys  and  all  turkeys  for  these  months  in  some  instances  omit 
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Table  27 . --Turkeys :    Storage  stocks  monthly.  United  States,  I95O  to  date 
and  weekly,  35  cities,  April  I96O  to  date 


Year 

Jan. 

:  Feb. 

:  Mar. 

:  Apr. 

:  May 

:  June 

July: 

Aug. 

Sept. : 

Oct. 

:  Nov . : 

Dec. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Mil . 

Mil . 

Mil. 

Ih . 

lb . 

lb . 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb . 

lb . 

lb . 

(a)  First-of -month,  United  States 

1950 

127 

138 

129 

113 

93 

77 

64 

^1 

37 

43 

77 

108 

1951 

110 

117 

101 

80 

60 

48 

39 

30 

25 

42 

83 

109 

1  QS? 

116 

107 

72 

63 

56 

46 

44 

71 

l42 

158 

1U7 

l43 

118 

92 

72 

60 

53 

44 

46 

69 

126 

195^+ 

122 

125 

109 

97 

79 

69 

57 

48 

51 

78 

l4i 

147 

■xy  J  J 

121 

124 

111 

93 

71 

60 

52 

45 

48 

11 
1  1 

l44 

1  ?9 

1956 

95 

96 

83 

64 

h9 

41 

36 

36 

53 

98 

197 

194 

1957 

162 

170 

150 

137 

109 

98 

92 

90 

102 

149 

24l 

220 

1958 

177 

179 

15i^ 

131 

105 

84 

80 

79 

104 

161 

255 

208 

1959 

162 

160 

112 

87 

68 

65 

67 

87 

134 

220 

183 

i960 

l42 

124 

105 

87 

74 

67 

71 

113 

186 

282 

210 

1961 

160 

170 

(b)  Weekly, 

35  cities 

Weeks  l/ 

1961 

i960 

First 

72 

72 

72 

56 

48 

39 

34 

34 

52 

81 

135 

97 

Second 

77 

80 

70 

54 

46 

37 

32 

36 

58 

91 

135 

98 

Third 

78 

78 

52 

44 

36 

33 

39 

63 

101 

114 

92 

Fourth 

79 

76 

50 

43 

35 

33 

43 

72 

113 

94 

73 

Fifth 

75 

4i 

48 

125 

1/  Holdings  on  successive  Saturdays  of  each  week. 
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Table  20.  --Turkey  prices,  per  pound:    Selected  series,  June  1955  to  date 


M&ECH  1961 


Season 

June 

:    July  : 

Aug. 

:  Sept. 

:  Oct. 

Nov.  : 

Dec.  : 

Jan. 

:    Feb .  : 

Mar.  : 

Apr. 

May 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

(a 

)  Average 

farm  price 

,  mid -month  (live). 

United 

States 

1955-56 

29- '^ 

29-6 

29-5 

31.0 

31.2 

29.8 

30.5 

30.6 

31.0 

31.3 

30.8 

30.6 

1956-57 

29.1 

28.6 

28.3 

26.7 

25.9 

25.9 

27.8 

26.6 

25.3 

25-5 

25.8 

24.2 

1957.58 

23.3 

21.8 

22.7 

22.9 

22.3 

23.5 

24.5 

22.0 

24.6 

26.7 

26.7 

27.3 

1958-59 

25-5 

2h.3 

24.8 

23.7 

23.9 

23.0 

23.3 

23.8 

24.4 

23.  4 

22.  4 

22.2 

1959-60 

22.1 

22.2 

21.7 

22.4 

22.  4 

24.9 

29-5 

28.2 

25.7 

26.5 

27.5 

26.1 

1960-61 

24.0 

23.1 

23.8 

24.6 

25.7 

25.8 

26.6 

25.4 

23.7 

(b)  Live, 

heavy-type  young 

toms,  San 

Joaquin  Valley,  Cal 

Lfomia 

first  day 

of  month 

y 

1955-56 

25-26 

28 

27 

27-291 

29-30 

26i-27 

264-27 

1956-57 

30-33 

28 

25-26 

24i-26 

25-25? 

23-24|- 

26-28 

1957-58 

20-21 

17 

18-19 

21 

19| 

18^-19 

20-21 

17-19 

1958-59 

22-23 

21 

23 

20-21 

20 

19-195 

20 

24 

21-23 

1959-60 

24-2U| 

26 

21 

19i-22| 

21-22 

23r23i 

30-31 

26i 

1960-61 

23i 

23 

23 

23^-241 

24 

25 

234 

22 

20 

1955-56 

25-26 

30 

29 

1956-57 

31 

27-28 

26i 

1957-58 

22 

20 

20-21 

1958-59 

28 

26 

26i 

1959-60 

24 

22 

21-21^ 

1960-61 

20 

23 

23 

(c)  Live,  heavy-type  hens,  San  Josquin  Valley,  California,  first  day  of  month  l/ 

30i-31 
27i-28 
2li-22 

24 
2li-22A 

(d)  Frozen  eviscerated  toms,  heaviest  weights  quoted.  New  York  City,  first  day  of  month  1/ 


34i-35 

33 

3lf-32i 

27-27i 

25i-26 

25I-26 

'24 

22 

22-  22* 

23-  23I 

27-27T 

24 

24-24^ 

22-23 

24 

18 

18-19 

23 

25-25i 

\l 

31 

27-28 

26 

27i 

25T 

25 

48i-52i 
64-65 
44-45 
42i-43i 
50i-53 
46-49 


5lf-53f 
52i-53f 
42i-43i 
49-50 
38-40 
44-47 


^^95-5  3 
65-65? 
40-43 

42-  43 
54-55 

43-  45 


51-54 
65i-66 
40 -4l 
4o|--42 
50-5li 


421- 


55i-57 
60-61 

37i-40i 
39-41 

47i-50i 

39i-42i 


50I-54 
50-52 
38-39i 
40-43 
5li-53 
4ii-44 


48-50 
43-44i 
38-40I 
395-43 
47-Sl 
40-43 


471-481 
48-49i 
4o-4li 

39-  43 
^^74-53 

40-  44 


53-54 
47i-49 

39-41 
404-44 
451-49 

38i-4ai 


54-55 
46-47 
381-41 
44-46* 
'^5-47* 
39-421 


54-55 
44-444 
381-401 
44-46i 
44-47 
381-401 


57i-58 
45-461 

38I-44 
44-461 

47?- 50 


61I-62 
42-44 
41-42 
44-46 
47-50 


(e)  Frozen  eviscerated  hens,  12-14  pounds.  New  York  City,  first  day  of  month  1/ 


50-52 
47-481 

45-46 

36-38i 

38-41 


48-49i 
46-47 
37-38 
411-424 
35i-37i 
37-40 


494-51 
434-441 
37i-38 
40-4ii 
35-37i 
39-40 


51-524 
44-44i 
38-39 
40-41^ 
37-39 
4i4-42i 


52-5*^ 
44-45 
4o-4o4 
4o-4ii 
4oi-i^2i 
42^44 


44-454 
43-44 
39-41 
46-47! 
44^-46 


50-51 

42-  43 

43-  44 
39-401 

4&I-50 
441-47 


50-51  494-51 

39-  40  39i-4l4 
43-44  46-47 

40-  4i  4o-4i 
ke^-k9i  484-50 

38-40  364-38 


424-434  — 
50-504  2/45-46 
38-40  37-39 
50-514  ^+9-51 


(f)  Live,  Beltsville  Small  Whites,  Shenandoah  Valley,  Virginia  and  West  Virginie,,  first  day  of  moiith  l/ 


31 

304-31 

30-304 

29 

264-27 

264 

23-234 

23 

23 

25-26 

244-25 

22-224 

224-23 

20 

27J 

224 

23 

27 

28-30 

28 

29-30 

21 

20 

24 

4/27-33 

20-21 

24-25 

30-30i 
25-26 

23-  234 

24-  25 

20 
25 


30t-3i 
25 

23-  23J 

24-  241 


30-31? 
254-26 
241-25 

254-264 
24^ 

29 


28-284 
26-27 

30 

24-  25 
264 

25-  26 


294 
26 

24-25 

23 
25 
23 


26-27 

27 

25 


33 

26 
30 
25-254 


30-31 
26 
30 

21-22 

28-29 


(g)  Live,  heavy-type  toms,  Iowa,  first  Friday  of  month 


29-31 
25-254 


20-23 
23 


30 

24-25 
20-204 
22-22^- 
24-25 
25 


26-27 

23-  234 
20 
20 

24-  25, 
24-244 


28-284 
27-30 

22-22^ 
20-21? 

29 

26 


(h)  Live,  heavy -type  hens,  Iowa,  first  Friday  of  month  3/ 


27?-28 


21t-22 
£7 
22-23 


304-314 
284 
23 

264-27 
2l4-22 
24-25 


26-264 

22-23 

22-224 
25-25? 


37 
274-28 
23-24 

26-  264 
23f-24 

27-  274 


33  ^ 
27-274 

25 

24 
25-254 

29 


32-34 

28-284 

28-28^ 

23 

30 

31 


29-30 
24-25 
284-30 
22-22? 
27-274 


28-304 


28-284 


1/  Or  next  date  when  quotation  is  available.  2/  14-15  pounds.  3/  Beginning  1958,  first  day  of  month,  or  first 
business  day  thereafter.    4/  Toms  25  pounds  and  up. 
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Table  30t --Gross  and  net  farm  income,  by  commodity  groups, 
1947  and  1955  1/ 


C  ommod  ity 
group 

1947 

1955 

Change, 
1947-55 

Gross 

Net 

Gross 

Net 

Gross 

Net 

itnnunt  . 

As  a 
percent- 
age of 
gross 

Amount  '. 

As  a 
percent- 
age of 
gross 

BU. 

Bil, 

Bil. 

Bil. 

'  ^    ~  *" 

dol_._ 

Pet. 

dol_._ 

dolj_ 

Pet. 

P£t^ 

All  commodities 

34.03 

16,80 

49 

32.98 

11.38 

35 

-  3 

-  32 

Meat  animals 

10.26 

6.07 

59 

8.85 

2.89 

33 

-14 

-  52 

Dairy  products 

5.08 

2,03 

40 

5.06 

1.14 

23 

0 

-  44 

Poultry  and  eggs 

3.50 

1.02 

29 

3.59 

.58 

16 

+  '3 

-  43 

Fruits  and  vegetables 

3.76 

1.85 

49 

3.46 

1.66 

48 

-  8 

-  10 

Food  grains 

2.89 

1.66 

57 

2.15 

.86 

40 

-26 

-  48 

Feed  crops 

2.46 

1,65 

67 

2.70 

1.05 

39 

+10 

-  36 

Cotton  and  cottonseed 

2.41 

1.32 

55 

2.82 

1,03 

37 

+17 

-  22 

Tobacco 

1,11 

.72 

65 

1.34 

.69 

51 

+21 

-  4 

Miscellaneous 

2.56 

.48 

19 

3.01 

1.48 

49 

+18 

+208 

1/  From  Norcross,  Harry  C,  "RetaU  Value  and  Farm  Income  by  Commodity  Groups,"  Agricultural 
Ec"onomics  Research,  XIII:  1,  January  1961. 


TalDle  30a  .--Nijmber  of  farms  with  chickens,  selling  eggs, 
raising  turkeys  and  selling  broilers 

( including  data  for  cover  chart)  


19^0 

19^4 

1949 

1954 

:  1959 

Thous . 

Thous . 

Thous . 

Thous . 

Thous . 

Total 
Farms 

number  of  farms 

with  chickens  h  months  plus: 

6,097 
5A50 

3,839 
4,901 

5,382 
4,216 

4,782 
3,4l8 

3,704 
1/3,936 
2,170 

Farms 

producing  eggs 

i+,875 

4,763 

Farms 

selling  eggs 

2/ 

2/ 

2,421 

1,685 

1,067 

Farms 

raising  turkeys 

389 

194 

162 

170 

87 

Farms 

selling  broilers 

49 

42 

1/  1959  comparable  to  19p4  under  old  definition. 
2/    Reported  only  as  producing  eggs. 
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Table  3I . — USDA  and  Census  data  compared,  1954  to  date 
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Item,  source,  unit 

1954  I 

1955 

;  1956 

1957 

".  ■'■958 

1959 

■  1960    ■  1961 

Chickens  on  farms,  million  1/ 
Census,  preceding  year  ~ 
USDA,  before  census 
revis  ion  2  / 
After  censlis  revision 

376 

391 
391 

383 
384 

390 
391 

371 

374 

384 
387 

352 

367 
370 

Broilers  raised,  million 
Census 

USDA,  before  census 
revision  2/ 

796 
1,048 

1,092 

1,344 

1,448 

1,660 

1,420 
1,731 

Turkeys  raised,  million 
Census 

USDA,  before  census 
revision  2/ 

62.8 
67.7 

65.6 

76.7 

81.2 

78.3 

83.0 
82.1 

82.3 

Eggs  sold,  million  dozen 
Census 

USDA,  before  census 
revision  2/ 

2,654 
4,351 

4,491 

4,607 

4,576 

4,625 

3,320 
4,784 

1/  For  census,  4  months  of  age  and  over  as  of  date  of  enumeration,  average  date  of  enumeration  of  the  Census 
of"Agriculture  was  mid-November  in  1954,  and  probably  about  the  same  in  1959.  For  USDA  all  chickens  except 
broilers  as  of  January  1.  2/  In  all  cases,  revisions  in  reponse  to  Census  of  1959. 


Table  32  .—Number  of  farms  reporting  various  poultry  enterprises  compared  with 
total  number  of  farms.  Census  of  Agriculture, 
1954  and  1959 


Item 

;        1954  1/ 

;  As 
1  reported 

"1559-1/  

:          As  a 
:  percentage 
:      of  1954 

:  Thousand 

Thousand 

Eerceul 

Total  number  of  farms:   195^  definition 

:  4,551 

3,704 

81 

1954  definition 

:  4,782 

3,936 

82 

Places  conforming  to  1954  definition 

but  not  to  1959  definition 

2/  232 

Number  of  farms: 

With  chickens  4  months  old  or  older 

3,418 

2,170 

63 

Selling  chickens,  including  broilers 

1,030 

803 

78 

Selling  broilers 

50 

42 

83 

Selling  chicken  eggs 

1,684 

1,067 

63 

Raising  turkeys 

170 

87 

51 

Keeping  turkey  hens  for  breeding 

84 

52 

62 

Keeping  turkeys,  ducks,  geese  or  other  mis- 

cellaneous poultry,  and/  or  selling  their  eggs 

157 

75 

48 

V  The  average  date  of  enumeration  of  the  1954  Census  of  Agriculture  was  in  mid -November,  and  the  1959  Census 
probably  was  about  the  same  2/  Among  these  232  thousand  farms  were  143  thousand  on  which  there  were  4.7  mil- 
lion chickens,  4  months  of  age-Qr  over,  at  time  of  enumeration. 
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Table        — Yoimg  chickens:     Slaughter      under  Federal  inspection^  monthly 


1959  to  date 


Inspected 

Condemnation 

as  a 

Certified 

: Average 

percentage 

of 

.    As  a 

Period 

^     :  Po\inds 

:  live- 

total  pounds 

: Pounds 

Percent 

: percentage 

head 

:  live- 

: weight 

inspected 

: ready - 

yield 

:  of  total 

:  weight 

:  per 

Ante 

-:  Post-: 

Total 

: to-cook 

1/ 

:inspected 

:  "bird 

mortem: mortem: 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Lbs . 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

1  ORG 

100.9 

331.1 

0.3 

1.6 

1.9 

242.8 

(3.3 

Feb . 

96.3 

313.1 

3.^5 

.3 

1.9 

2.1 

227 .8 

10  ft 

9f  .9 

111.8 

364.1 

3.20 

0 
•  ^ 

-L  .  ? 

1.7 

267.8 

(3.5 

90.3 

>ipX  . 

122.5 

403.4 

■3  on 

1.5 

1.7 

294.5 

73.0 

98.3 

May 

128.1 

420.4 

3.28 

.2 

1.2 

1.5 

307.8 

73.2 

98.5 

June 

138.4 

457.0 

3.30 

.3 

1.2 

1.4 

335.7 

73.5 

98.6 

July 

135.4 

442.7 

3.27 

.  2 

1.2 

1.4 

326.4 

73.7 

98.6 

Aug. 

133.3 

430.8 

3.23 

.  2 

1.2 

1.4 

317.0 

73.6 

98.6 

Sept . 

132.1 

434.3 

3.29 

.2 

1.2 

1.4 

319.9 

73.7 

98.6 

124.8 

424.4 

3 .4o 

.2 

1.3 

1.4 

311.5 

73.4 

90.6 

Nov . 

98.4 

339.2 

3.4p 

1.9 

2.0 

249.1 

73.4 

r\5k  r\ 

955.  Q 

Dec . 

93.2 

318.5 

3.42 

.2 

2.7 

2.9 

230.5 

72.4 

97.1 

Total 

1,415.1  4,679.0 

3.31 

.  2 

1.5 

1.7  3,430.8 

73.3 

98.3 

19d0 

Jan. 

105.0 

353.7 

3.37 

.2 

2.9 

3.2 

255.9 

72.3 

96.8 

Feb . 

105.5 

348.7 

3.30 

.  2 

3*2 

3.4 

250.9 

72.0 

96.6 

Mar . 

120.7 

396.7 

3.29 

.3 

3.5 

3.8 

283.6 

71.5 

96.2 

Apr . 

125.4 

420.1 

3.35 

.  2 

2.9 

3.1 

301.6 

71.8 

96.9 

May 

137.1 

460.9 

3.30 

,2 

2.5 

2.7 

331.7 

72.0 

97 . 3 

142.8 

471.3 

3.30 

.2 

2.1 

2.3 

339.8 

72.1 

97.7 

July 

138.1 

446.9 

3.24 

.3 

1.8 

2.1 

323.6 

72.4 

97.9 

Aug . 

162.1 

525.0 

3.24 

.3 

2.1 

2.4 

379.3 

72.2 

97.6 

Sept. 

l4o.9 

474.3 

3-37 

.2 

2.0 

2.2 

341.4 

72 .0 

97.0 

UCT/ . 

130.2 

450.1 

3.46 

.2 

2.2 

2.3 

324.6 

72.1 

97.7 

Nov. 

113.9 

399.5 

^.  SI 

.2 

2.8 

3.0 

285.9 

71.6 

Q7  .0 

Dec. 

111.9 

389.6 

3.48 

.3 

2.4 

2.6 

280.7 

72.0 

97.4 

Total 

1,533.6 

5A36.8 

3.35 

.2 

2.5 

2.7  3,699.0 

72.0 

97.3 

1961 

Jan. 

119.7 

411.7 

3.4- 

.2 

2.3 

2.5 

297.8 

72.3 

97.5 

1/  Poimds  ready-to-cook  certified,  as  a  percent  of  pounds  live  inspected. 
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Table  35  • --Mature  chickens:  Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection,  monthly 
 1959  to  date  


Inspected 

Condemnation 

as  a 

Certified 

:            : Ave rage 

percentage 

of 

:      As  a 

Period 

Number 

: Pounds : 

live- 

total  pounds 

Pounds 

Percent : percentage 

head 

:live-  : 

weight 

inspected 

ready- 

yield 

:  of  total 

; weight: 

per 

Ante- 

Post- 

to-cook 

-1  / 
±/ 

•  inspected 

bird 

mortem 

mortem 

Total 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Lbs. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Mil. 

Pet. 

Pet. 

1959 

Jan. 

6.5 

32.8 

5.07 

0.4 

1.9 

2.2 

24.6 

75.1 

97.8 

Feb. 

^.9 

24.0 

4.90 

,3 

1.9 

2.2 

17.8 

74.1 

97.8 

Mar. 

5.6 

30.6 

5.41 

.2 

1.6 

1.8 

22.6 

73.9 

98.2 

Apr. 

7.8 

41.7 

5.32 

.2 

1.6 

1.8 

30.0 

72.1 

98.2 

May- 

8.9 

44.8 

5.02 

.3 

1.6 

2.0 

31.9 

71.2 

98.0 

June 

7.5 

36.3 

4.84 

.3 

1.9 

2.2 

26.1 

72.0 

97.8 

July 

6.8 

33.7 

4.95 

.4 

2.0 

2.4 

24.2 

71.8 

97.6 

Aug. 

10.7 

53.3 

5.00 

.4 

2.0 

2.4 

37.5 

70.4 

97.6 

Sept. 

13.7 

67.0 

4.89 

.3 

2.2 

2.5 

46.7 

69.7 

97.5 

Oct. 

17.0 

79.2 

4.67 

.4 

2.3 

2.6 

54.0 

68.2 

97.4 

Nov. 

12.k 

59.6 

4.80 

.3 

2.4 

2.7 

41.9 

70.3 

97.3 

Dec. 

10.2 

49.5 

4.84 

.3 

2.3 

2.6 

35.5 

71.6 

97.4 

Total 

112.0 

552.5 

4.93 

.3 

2.0 

2.4 

392.8 

71.1 

97. b 

i960 

Jan. 

8.2 

39.4 

4.79 

0.3 

2.2 

2.5 

27.7 

70.3 

97.5 

Feb. 

7.7 

38.3 

4.97 

.3 

2.1 

2.4 

27.  S 

71.9 

97.6 

Mar. 

5.9 

30.2 

5.15 

.3 

2.3 

2.5 

21.8 

72.4 

97.5 

Apr. 

3.7 

18.8 

5^12 

.4 

2.4 

2.7 

13-4 

71.0 

97.3 

May 

5.0 

25.6 

5.1^ 

.3 

2.4 

2.7 

18.0 

70.4 

97.3 

June 

6.4 

32.6 

5.09 

.4 

2.4 

2.8 

22.5 

69.1 

97.2 

July 

7.8 

38.3 

4.94 

.4 

2.7 

3-0 

26.6 

69.4 

97.0 

Aug. 

11.2 

50.8 

4.55 

.4 

2.7 

3.1 

35.2 

69.2 

96.9 

Sept. 

13.9 

65.8 

4.73 

.3 

2.7 

3.0 

44.9 

68.2 

97.0 

Oct. 

15-7 

74.8 

4.75 

.3 

2.9 

3.2 

51.1 

6§,4 

96.8 

Nov. 

13.9 

66.5 

4.80 

.3 

2.8 

3.1 

45.9 

69.0 

96.9 

Dec. 

11.2 

54.1 

4.83 

.3 

2.5 

2.8 

37.7 

69.6 

97.2 

Total 

110.5 

535.2 

4.84 

.3 

2.9 

372.3 

69.6 

97.1 

1961 

Jan. 

10.2 

47.1 

4.62 

.4 

2.5 

2.9 

33.0 

70.0 

97.1 

1/  Pounds  ready-to-cook  certified,  as  a  percent  of  pounds  live  inspected. 
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Table  36 . — Total  turkeys :     Slaughter      \inder  Federal  inspection,  monthly 

1959  to  date 


Inspected 


Number 
head 


: Average 
Pounds:  live- 
11 ve-  : weight 
weight:  per 

:  bird 


Condemnation  as 
percentage  of 
total  pounds 
 inspected 


Ante-:  Post-: 
mortem: mortem: 


Total 


Certified 


Pounds 
ready- 
to-cook 


Percent 
yield 
1/ 


As  a 
;  percentage 
;  of  total 
: inspected 


Mil, 


Mil.  Lbs. 


Pet. 


Pet.  Pet. 


Mil. 


Pet. 


Pet. 


Total 

TO. 5 

1,104.0 

15.7 

.1 

.9 

1.0 

883.^ 

Bo.O 

99.0 

i960 

Jan. 

1.8 

27.4 

15.0 

0.2 

1.1 

1.3 

22.1 

80.7 

98.7 

Feb. 

l.k 

17.5 

12.8 

.1 

.8 

.9 

i4.o 

80.0 

99.1 

Mar. 

1.6 

17.1 

10.5 

.2 

1.0 

1,2 

13.^ 

78.6 

98.8 

Apr. 

1.9 

20.8 

11.2 

.2 

1.1 

1.2 

16.2 

77.8 

98.8 

May 

2.7 

33.9 

12.7 

.1 

1.0 

1.2 

27.1 

79.8 

98.8 

June 

3.9 

57.6 

lh.7 

.1 

1.1 

1.3 

46.0 

79.9 

98.7 

July 

^.5 

64.8 

1^.3 

.2 

1.0 

1.2 

51.9 

80.1 

98.8 

Aug. 

9.2 

138.7 

15.0 

.1 

1.2 

1.4 

109.5 

79.0 

98.6 

Sept. 

10.9 

188.0 

17.3 

.1 

1.2 

1.3 

149.6 

79.6 

98.7 

Oct. 

12.9 

241.6 

18.8 

.1 

1.5 

1.6 

192.3 

79.6 

98.4 

Nov. 

11.9 

227.3 

19.1 

.1 

1.3 

1.4 

181.3 

79.8 

98.6 

Dec. 

8.1 

.3 

1.2 

125.0 

80.5 

Total 

70C7 

1,190.0 

16. § 

.2 

1.2 

948.4 

79.7 

98.6 

1961 

Jan. 

2.k 

43.8 

18.0 

.1 

1.2 

1.3 

34.9 

79.8 

98.7 

1/  Pounds  ready-to-cook  certified,  as  a  percent  of  pounds  live  inspected. 


PES-212  -  45    -  MARCH  1961 

LIST  OF  TABLES 

Table                                                                   Title  Page 

The  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  at  a  Glance   4 

1  Chickens  raised,  by  regions  and  United  States,  1950  to  date,  and  farmers'  1961  intentions 

to  buy  replacement  chicks   11 

2  Monthly  hatchings  of  replacement- type  chicks,  available  data  and  replacement  type  eggs  in 

incubators  March,  1961  and  shickens  raised,  United  States,  1955  to  date    11 

2a    Egg-feed  price  ratio,  chickens  raised  and  subsequent  number  of  pullets  on  farms,  1925  to  date   12 

3  Egg-type   chicks   hatched,    chickens  raised   and  ratio  of  pullets  and  sexed  pullets  to  total  chicks 

purchased  and  raised,  available  data,  1930-61    13 

4  Pullets  saved  and  related  available  data,  selected  years,  1951-61   14 

5  Chickens  raised  and  number  of  layers  on  hand,  with  break-downs,  1950  to  date   15 

6  Composition  of  flocks,  October  1  and  January  1  following,  1931  to  date   16 

7  Number  of  layers  on  farms,  rate  of  egg  production,  and  total  egg  output  on  farms,  monthly  data, 

August  1954  to  date   17 

8  Egg  prices,  selected  dates,  1960-61,  with  comparisons   18 

9  Shell  eggs:  Storage  stocks,  first  of-month,  United  States,  1950  to  date;  weekly,  35  cities, 

April  1960  to  date   19 

10  Frozen  egg:  Storage  stocks,  first-of-month,  United  States,  1950  to  date;  weekly,  35  cities, 

April  1960  to  date   19 

11  Factors  in  monthly  supply  of  shell  eggs,  1957  to  date   20 

12  Egg  future  contracts:  Monthly  range  of  daily  closing  prices  on  the  Chicago  Mercantile  Exchange, 

1958-60contracts;  and  1961  contracts;  to  date    21 

13  Shell  eggs:  Monthly  per  capita  consumption  and  prices.  United  States,  1955  to  date   22 

14  Dried  and  frozen  egg:  USDA  purchases,  1958  to  date   23 

15  Broilers:  Price  per  pound,  selected  areas,  January  1955  to  date    24 

16  Monthly  price  and  supply  of  broilers,  and  red  meat  supply,  1953  to  date   25 

17  U.  S.  exports  of  poultry,  1956-60    26 

17a   Chickens  tested  for  broiler  hatching  egg  production,  1958-61    26 

18  Pullet  chick  placements  for  broiler  hatchery  supply  flocks:  Sales  as  reported  by  leading 

breeders,  1957  to  date   27 


PES-212 


-  46  - 


MARCH  1961 


LIST  OF  TABLES  -  Continued 
Tide 


Table  Page 

19  Broiler  chick  placements,  by  weeks,  22  innportant  States,  1959  and  1960    28 

20  Turkeys:  Indicators  of  size  of  crop,  1961   30 

21  Turkeys:  Composition  of  storage  stocks,  available  data,  September  30,  1956  to  date   30 

22  Turkey  breeders:     Testings,  intentions,  January  1  numbers,  and  subsequent  numbers  of  turkeys 

raised;  available  data,  by  breed  types,  selected  years  1950-61    31 

23  Turkeys:  Number  raised,  1953-60,  United  States,  and  intentions  to  raise  turkeys,  by  divisions  1961—  32 

24  Turkeys  raised  and  related  data.  United  States  1950-61    33 

25  Turkey  poults:     Monthly  hatchings  in  commercial  hatcheries,  available  data,  and  calendar  year 

totals  of  turkeys  raised,  United  States,  September  1953  to  date   34 

26  Turkeys:  Operations  of  turkey  hatcheries.  United  States  and  important  reporting  States, 

January  1960  to  date,  with  comparisons   35 

27  Turkeys:  Storage  stocks  monthly.  United  States,  1950  to  date  ;     weekly,  35  cities, 

April  1960  to  date   36 

28  Turkey  prices,  per  pound:  Selected  series,  June  1955  to  date   37 

29  Turkeys:  Storage  stocks,  number  raised  and  sold,  and  prices  received  by  farmers,  1940-61    38 

30  Gross  and  net  farm  income,  by  commodity  groups,  1947  and  1955    39 

30a  Number  of  farms  with  chickens,  selling  eggs,  raising  turkeys  and  selling  broilers 

(including  data  for  cover_  chart)   39 

31  USDA  and  Census  data  compared,  1954  to  date   40 

32  Number  of  farms  reporting  various  poultry  enterprises  compared  with  total  number  of  farms, 

Census  of  Agriculture,  1954  and  1959    40 

33  Poultry  certified  under  USDA  inspection  service,  ready-to-cook  weights,  by  months, 

January  1959  to  date   41 

34  Young  chickens:  Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection,  monthly  1959  to  date   42 

35  Mature  chickens:  Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection,  monthly  1959  to  date   43 

36  Total  turkeys:  Slaughter  under  Federal  inspection,  monthly  1959  to  date   44 


U.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture  postage  and  fees  paid 

Washington  25,  D.  C  . 

OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 


NOTICE 

H  you  no  l<»ger  need  this  publication, 
check  here  /  /  return  this  sheet, 
and  your  name  will  be  dropped  from 
the  mailing  list. 

B  your  address  should  be  changed, 
write  the  new  address  on  this  sheet 
and  return  the  whole  sheet  to: 

Adrdnlstiative  Services  Division  (ML) 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


FES-212   The  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation 


